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SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER
Ascension of the Lord
May 26, 2019

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Excellent Adventure and Nursery available 10:30 a.m.
Interim Team Leader
The Reverend Helen Belcher
Program Co-ordinator
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon
Music
Ondrea Mann
Liz Tremblay (Assist)

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Sunday Worship, May 26, 2019
8:00am service- Book of Common Prayer (starting page 67)

10:30am service- Bulletin

The Reverend Cathy Fulton, Presider
The Reverend Herb O’Driscoll, Guest Preacher
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon
Ondrea Mann, Music Director

Lectionary Readings
This week:
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:46-53

Next week: June 02
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26

The Prayers of the People
The Anglican Cycle of Prayer
We pray for all members of the Anglican Communion around the world For the Archbishop of Canterbury,
the Most Reverend Justin Welby, and all primates and bishops, for members of the Anglican Consultative
Council, for the Secretary General, the Most Reverend Dr. Josiah Idowu-Fearon, for the staff at the
Anglican Communion Office in London and the UN offices in Geneva and New York; Fred, our Primate;
Greg our Metropolitan Archbishop & Diocesan Bishop, Sidney, the Suffragan Bishop for Treaty 7 Territory.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
We pray for Church of the Good Shepherd, Calgary, The Reverend Derwyn Costinak, for the Clergy
Conference (May 27 to 30) ; in our Companion Diocese of the Windward Islands we pray for St. Philip,
Mesopotamia with St. Matthias and St. Joseph, on St. Vincent, The Reverend Canon Ashton Francis, their
clergy and the people of the parishes.

St. Stephen’s Parish Cycle of Prayer
May Pringle · Bruce Redmond · David Reid · David and Linda Roach · Kathleen Ryan ·
Rob and Jacqueline Roach and son Xander.

For Those in Need
Muriel · Sudhir · Phil · Diana · John · Bob · Anita · Sarah · Archer ·
Sheila.

Flowers
Flowers are dedicated today to the Glory of God
by Michael and Janet Powers in loving memory of family and friends.

On Duty Today:
Reader: Ginny Binder
Litianist: Gillian Bowles
Communion Assistants: Madeleine King · Bob Taylor
Greeters: Nik Binder · Carolyn Donnan· Patty Rhodes Brink · Barb Driftmier
Chancel Guild: Pam Forgie-Thomson · Pat Kirby
Sacramental Bread: Kathy Deyell · David Roach
Coffee: Pat and Russ Kirby
Excellent Adventure: Maya McKirdy
Nursery: Beverley Senko · Leila Quinones
Volunteers: Paige Miller · Asha Jain

Ongoing at St. Stephen’s
Blue Envelopes this month: PWRDF (Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund) provides support for
developing nations and for emergency relief around the world.

Who do I ask?
If you have a concern it is always better to ask than to worry. The wardens (contact info on back
of bulletin cover) would welcome any of your questions or concerns.
Questions may also be directed to The Reverend Helen Belcher 403 826 7135 or revhelen@telus.net.

Search Committee News
After our last meeting, we forwarded the posting and profile to the
Episcopalian Church of the US, and have been continuing our preparation work
for the next phase by regular email exchanges.
The posting closed on May 15; given the long weekend after the closing, we
have scheduled our next in person meeting for May 24.
We are thrilled to announce that John Brownlee is creating a painting to depict
our search and the next stage in our life as a parish. Thank you so very much,
John.
The members of the Search Committee are: Anne J. Brown (Chair), Tim Crowe, Keith Moe, Cathi Nelson,
Louise Redmond, Gavin Stuart and Gord Tallman. Any one of us will be happy to answer questions you
have, at any time. You are also welcome to email or ‘phone with comments; if that is your preference,
contact Anne at brown.annej@gmail.com or 403 852 7355.

Wanted The Al Jbawi family, whom our NeST program supported, is wishing to move into a larger home
for their family of 6. They prefer to stay close to their work and schools in the Westbrook and surrounding
area. If you have property for rent, or know of someone who has, that might be a good fit please contact
Catherine at celdridge@nucleus.com.

BE REAL, BELONG, BELIEVE IT

May 26, 2019

Welcome! If you are searching for a place to belong, a warm welcome to you.
So we can welcome you and answer any questions you may have please look for our on Duty Warden who
will be wearing a big “Ask Me” button. Questions? Our Verger is Anneliese.
A very warm welcome to Herb O’Driscoll who is our guest preacher this morning.
How do the scriptures speak to us today? Where do our stories mirror biblical stories?
Herbert O’Driscoll, beloved Anglican preacher, storyteller, author, and hymn writer, invites us
to imagine what the “back story” of our favorite scriptures might have been. Each of the
twenty-eight short chapters offers a glimpse of the thoughts and emotions of individuals
found in the Christian Testament, bringing alive the sights, sounds, and smells of the Holy
Land. Books will be available for purchase. Owl’s Nest Books Reading and Signing May 26
at 4pm. See Poster.

Open Doors II
June 9th we will have lunch and a special meeting to share information on the Open Doors II project.
Please join us for this important update. Lunch will be provided by June 9th Parish Council following the
10:30 service.
The Open Doors II committee will make a presentation and hold a vote looking for support to continue
working on the project. This is a necessary step to continue our conversation with the diocese.
Please mark June 9th on your calendar and join us!!
Committee members include Patty Rhodes-Brink, Cam Bush, Lynda Greuel, Keith Moe and Ian Moore.

Here I go again! I am walking in the 10th Annual Kidney March.
In joining the Kidney March movement, I've agreed to walk 100 kilometres over 3 days and fundraise a
minimum of $2,200.(in September) I can’t do it alone though. Your cheers and well wishes mean a lot to
me… but very importantly I need your help to reach my fundraising goal. You can be a hero to the men,
women and children who endure the hardships of kidney disease. I invite you to sponsor me in this
movement, and to make a difference.
I hope that you'll share this incredible adventure with me - by supporting me in my fundraising efforts.
Donating online is quick, safe and secure (pledge forms on bulletin
board). Your pledge, which is fully tax-deductible, helps empower
those living with kidney disease fight for their survival, their life.
The net proceeds from the event support kidney disease
prevention, services, research and organ donation.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Neil Thompson.
*******
See bulletin board for more info on all events and programs.

Heather's Walkers: Betty's Walk for ALS,
June 9, 9:00 a.m., North Glenmore Park
In honour of Heather Walker, her family will be participating in this year's
Betty's Walk for ALS. They have invited any St. Stephen's parishioners who wish
to join in, to walk with them. This is a fitting tribute to Heather's memory and I
am honoured to join them.
Her daughter Kim's message: "In 2018, we lost our beautiful mother, Heather
Walker, to ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis). ALS is a rapid, always fatal,
neurodegenerative disease. It attacks the nerves of the body that would normally send
messages from the brain to the muscle, resulting in weakness and wasting. Eventually, the individual with
ALS is left completely immobilized, with loss of speech and an inability to swallow and breathe. There is
no known cause or cure for this devastating disease.
"This year, we are showing our support in honour and in loving memory of Heather for the ALS
Society of Alberta by participating in the 22nd annual Betty's Run for ALS. We hope you will too. You can
donate to our page and/or choose to participate along with us. Sixty per cent of funds raised remain in
Alberta for client support services, including the Equipment Loan Program, home visits, information,
referrals, support groups, and support for youth through the Support for Champions program. The
remaining 40 per cent are invested into the most promising ALS research in Canada.
"Throughout this difficult journey, we were so impressed by the care and support Mom (Heather)
received from the medical and professional staff at the Calgary ALS Clinic, and the staff and volunteers of
the ALS Society of Alberta who supported all of us along the way. This disease is debilitating and patient
care often involves significant equipment and support. The ALS Society of Alberta was there with Mom
and Dad (and all of us) every step of the way. The Society's mission is to help make each day the best
possible day for people living with and affected by ALS. We certainly saw this mission in action. Through
the Society we participated in support groups and they supplied medical equipment to support Mom and
help her live her life (canes, wheelchairs, scooters, walkers, stair-lifts, etc.). This is an organization that
truly helps people and makes a difference every day." Please consider joining us on June 9th or making a
donation sponsoring Heather's Walkers www.alsab.ca/bettysrun.

LOOK WHAT WE’VE DONE NOW!
Young Man was promised work in Calgary and encouraged to come as soon as possible. He
was assured of housing and brilliant prospects. The man was asked to purchase his plane
ticket and told he would be reimbursed upon arrival. The man gave away most of his
furnishings because he believed that he should pay forward his good luck. He arrived to find
the work was no longer available. He knew no one in Calgary and had no place to stay as well
as very little money. The police suggested he stay at a homeless shelter. After connecting with
one of our local agencies we purchased an air ticket for him to return to his family as his elderly parents
would provide him with a home until he could rebuild his life again.

Taize Prayer

Thursday, May 30, 7:00 pm Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Calgary
Brother Emile from the Community of Taize will be in Calgary to lead a public Taize Prayer.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
READINGS
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:46-53
or Mark 16:9-16, 19-20
OPENING PRAYER
Holy God,
yours is the power that raised Christ from death;
yours the glory that exalted him to your right hand.
By the mystery of the Ascension,
sustain our hope until he comes again,
as we bear earthly witness to your heavenly realm.
Grant this through Jesus Christ,
the first-born of the dead,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Eternal God,
our Saviour Jesus Christ
has promised to be with us until the end of time.
Accept all we offer you this day,
and renew us in his risen life;
for we ask it in his name.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Glorious God,
eternal Giver of love and power,
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into the world

YEARS A, B & C

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
to preach the gospel to all the nations.
Confirm the mission of your church,
and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
we ask it through Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

YEARS A, B & C

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

YEARS A, B & C

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and
taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven,
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself to them, alive, by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and
speaking about the reign of God. While staying with them, he ordered them
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the fulfillment of God’s
promise. “This is what you have heard from me,” he told them; “for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Rabbi, is this the
time when you will restore God’s realm to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for
you to know the times or periods that our God has set by God’s own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going, and they were gazing
up towards heaven, suddenly two figures in white robes stood by
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
PSALM 47
Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with songs of joy.
For our God Most High is fearsome,
a great ruler over all the earth.
God subdues the peoples for our sake,
and puts the nations under our feet.
God chooses our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob whom God loves.
God has gone up with a shout,
with the sound of a trumpet!
Sing praises to our God, sing praises;
sing praises to the one who reigns, sing praises.
God is the ruler of all the earth;
sing praises with a sacred song.
God is ruler over all the nations;
God sits upon a throne of holiness.
The leaders of the world are gathered,
as are the people of the God of Abraham;
for the shields of the nations belong to God,
who is highly exalted over all.

YEARS A, B & C

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

YEARS A, B & C

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians.
I have heard of your faith in our Saviour Jesus, and of your
love towards all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks
for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, the God of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know God, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened,
you may know what is the hope to which God has called you, what are the
riches of the glorious inheritance of the saints, and what is the
immeasurable greatness of God’s power for us who believe, according to
the working of God’s great power.
God put this power to work in Christ when he was raised from the
dead and seated at God’s right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. God has placed all
things under his feet, and has made him the head over all things for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

YEARS A, B & C

GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:46-53
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
The Holy Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News
of Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and
to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon
you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.”
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
blessed them; and while he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and
was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and then returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing
God.
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

YEARS A, B, C

GOSPEL READING (alternative): Mark 16:9-16, 19-20
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
The Holy Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Mark.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News
of Jesus Christ
according to Mark .
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Now after he rose early, on the first day of the week, Jesus appeared
first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She
went out and told those who had been with him, while they were mourning
and weeping. But when they heard that Jesus was alive and had been seen
by her, they would not believe it.
After this Jesus appeared in another form to two of them, as they
were walking into the country. And they went back and told the rest, but
they did not believe them.
Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the
table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness,
because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. And
he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the
whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the
one who does not believe will be condemned.”
Then Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven
and was seated at the right hand of God. And they went out and proclaimed
the good news everywhere, while Christ worked with them and confirmed
their message through the signs that accompanied it.
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER
ASCENSION of the LORD
May 26, 2019

THE EUCHARIST
The Reverend Cathy Fulton, Presider
The Reverend Herb O’Driscoll, Guest Preacher
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon
Ondrea Mann, Organist and Music Director

The Gathering of the Community

We gather, greet one another, and prepare for worship.
We prepare for
worship by taking
a few quiet
moments to
reflect upon the
state of our soul
and that of the
world this day.

Prelude
Welcome and opening announcements
Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
May God’s grace and peace be with you.
May our hearts be filled with joy.
Hymn: Glory to God

Common Praise #702

Refrain:
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
1.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Refrain.
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This ancient hymn
has been sung by
Christians since
the 2nd or 3rd
Centuries CE.

2.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
Refrain.

3.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Refrain.

Opening Prayer (the congregation remains standing)
Holy God,
yours is the power that raised Christ from death;
yours the glory that exalted him to your right hand.
By the mystery of the Ascension,
sustain our hope until he comes again,
as we bear earthly witness to your heavenly realm.
Grant this through Jesus Christ,
the first-born of the dead,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen.

The Opening
Prayer identifies a
theme or themes
heard in today’s
service.

The Proclamation of the Word
We hear again the Christian story
and respond with our prayers and intentions.

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11

read by Ginny Binder

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
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We listen for how
this ancient story
speaks to us
today.

Psalms are sacred
poems
traditionally used
in both Jewish and
Christian worship.

Psalm 47
Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with songs of joy.
For our God Most High is fearsome,
a great ruler over all the earth.
God subdues the peoples for our sake,
and puts the nations under our feet.
God chooses our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob whom God loves.
God has gone up with a shout,
with the sound of a trumpet!
Sing praises to our God, sing praises;
sing praises to the one who reigns, sing praises.
God is the ruler of all the earth;
sing praises with a sacred song.
God is ruler over all the nations;
God sits upon a throne of holiness.
The leaders of the world are gathered,
as are the people of the God of Abraham;
for the shields of the nations belong to God,
who is highly exalted over all.
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

read by Ginny Binder

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn: Rejoice the Lord is King
Gospel Reading: Luke 24:46-53
Before the Reading:
God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
3

blue insert
We stand for the
Gospel Reading in
special reverence
for the stories of
the life and
teachings of Jesus.

After the Reading:
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon
An Affirmation of Faith for the Easter Season (1 Corinthians 15:3-5,11)
Let us declare our faith in the risen Christ, saying:
Christ died on the cross
in accordance with the scriptures;
he was buried,
and raised to life on the third day,
appearing afterwards to his followers
and to all the apostles:
so we proclaim,
and so we believe.
Amen.
Prayers of the People

An Affirmation of
Faith is a public
declaration of
core Christian
beliefs.

led by Gillian Bowles

The Peace

The “Passing of
the Peace” is a
response to Jesus’
command to love
one another as he
has loved us.

The risen Christ came and stood among the disciples,
saying to them, ‘Peace be with you.’
Their hearts were glad when they saw their Lord.
God’s peace be always with you.
And also with you.
The people greet one another with a gesture of friendship.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
We give thanks for Christ’s sacrificial love
by which we are spiritually fed.

Hymn: Lord Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor

blue insert
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Prayer over the Gifts
Eternal God,
our Saviour Jesus Christ
has promised to be with us until the end of time.
Accept all we offer you this day,
and renew us in his risen life;
for we ask it in his name.
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer

Symbols of our
daily lives are
offered for God’s
blessing—bread
and wine for
communion, and
money for the
ongoing witness
and ministry of
the Church.

“Eucharist” is the
Greek word for
thanksgiving.

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good,
our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks.
By the glory of the resurrection
of your Son Jesus Christ
you have opened the way to life eternal
and given us hope that where he is
there we may also be.
Accept our praises, O God,
as we follow the example of your Son
and obey his command;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper,
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:

5

Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

At the heart of the
Christian story is
Jesus’ death for
our sake, which is
recounted here.

Grant, O God, that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us Christ’s body and blood.
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise:
renew us by your Holy Spirit,
inspire us with your love,
and unite us in the body of your Son.
So now, as the universe resounds with Easter joy,
we join our voices with the choirs of angels
to sing our hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

Our praises join
those being
offered
continually in the
heavenly realm.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray (saying):
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
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The “Lord’s
Prayer” is so
called because the
Gospels record
Jesus teaching this
prayer to his
disciples.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.
Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
Lord, we died with you on the cross.
Now we are raised to new life.
We were buried in your tomb.
Now we share in your resurrection.
Live in us, that we may live in you.
Invitation
The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God!
Communion (please do not dip the bread in the wine)

All who love and
serve God are
welcome to come
forward to receive
communion, or to
receive a blessing
in God’s name.

Prayer after Communion
Glorious God,
eternal Giver of love and power,
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into the world
to preach the gospel to all the nations.
Confirm the mission of your church,
and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
we ask it through Christ our Saviour.
Amen.
Doxology
Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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A doxology is a
prayer of praise,
in this case a final
one, drawing our
worship to a close.

Announcements
Prayer for Our Church During the Time of Transition.
Almighty God, giver of all good gifts, look upon our
Christian family of St. Stephen’s with grace,
and guide the minds of those who lead the process
of choosing a new rector for this parish,
that we may in God's good time receive a faithful servant
who will care for your people and support us in our ministries.
Draw us together so that during this time of transition
our faith may be deepened and our witness strengthened;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Blessing
Dismissal

Having been fed
by Word and
Sacrament, we
are sent out into
the world to be
witnesses of God’s
love.

May God Almighty,
who raised Jesus from the dead,
strengthen us to walk in faith
and share his risen life.
Let us bless our God. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!
Hymn: All Praise to Thee

blue insert

Postlude

Thank you for sharing in our worship today.
Following the service you are invited to stay and join us for refreshments.
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