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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
February 24, 2019 

 

 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist            10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

Excellent Adventure and Nursery available 10:30 a.m. 
 

Rector 
The Reverend Brian E Pearson  

Program Co-ordinator 
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon 

 

Honorary Assistants  
The Reverend Cathy Fulton 

The Reverend Dean Houghton 
 

Music  
Ondrea Mann 

          Liz Tremblay (Assist) 



Welcome to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
Sunday Worship, February 24, 2019 

 

8:00am service- Book of Common Prayer (starting page 67)     10:30am service- Bulletin 
 

The Reverend Brian E Pearson, Presider & Preacher 
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon 
Ondrea Mann, Organist & Music Director 

Liz Tremblay , Assistant Music Director 
 

Lectionary Readings 
This week:       Next week: Mar 03 
Genesis 45:3-11,15                                                    Isaiah 55:10-13 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40                                                Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15  
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50                                 1 Corinthians 15:51-58                                                     
Luke 6:27-38                                                               Luke 6:39-49  

       
The Prayers of the People 

 

The Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the Anglican Church in Central America, The Right Reverend Julio Murray Thompson - Primate 
of IARCA & Bishop of Panama; for Justin, The Archbishop of Canterbury; Fred, our Primate; Greg our 
Metropolitan Archbishop & Diocesan Bishop, Sidney, the Suffragan Bishop for Treaty 7 Territory. 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
We pray for St. George, Stettler, The Reverend K. David Holmes, The Reverend Jack Schulze; in our 
Companion Diocese of the Windward Islands we pray for St. Phillip, Mesopotamia with St. Matthias and 
St. Joseph, on St. Vincent, The Reverend Canon Ashton Francis, their clergy and the people of the 
parishes. 
 

              St. Stephen’s Parish Cycle of Prayer
               Dean and Anne Houghton · Kathleen Howes and Craig Mushens and their children Euan and  
               Stuart · Margaret and Carl Hugo · Mike Huston and Stacey Page and their children Hayley and  
                James · Murray and Carol Isaac. 
 

                    For Those in Need 
                   Sudhir · Amanda and family · David · Phil · Diana · John · Bob · Anita · Sarah ·  
                   Archer · Sheila · John. 
 

                                           Flowers  
                           Flowers are dedicated today to the Glory of God  
                                       by Brian Pearson and Jean Ludlam  
     “in thanksgiving for the community that St. Stephen’s has been for us.” 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://orig10.deviantart.net/f478/f/2008/278/e/1/praying_hands_by_poisonapple1982.jpg&imgrefurl=http://deviantbydesign.deviantart.com/art/praying-hands-41239446&docid=yaMwMGo8idobdM&tbnid=4AwHhtZY9x_HzM:&vet=10ahUKEwie2fqbsNbTAhVM4IMKHS6BAGI4kAMQMwgHKAUwBQ..i&w=552&h=617&bih=933&biw=1680&q=praying%20hands&ved=0ahUKEwie2fqbsNbTAhVM4IMKHS6BAGI4kAMQMwgHKAUwBQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


On Duty Today:  
 

Reader:  Carly Grimsen Seligman 
Litianist:  Blake Kanewischer 
Communion Assistants:  Cathi Nelson · David Roach 
Greeters:  Peter Nettleton · Brian Hill · Jackie Mootoo 
Chancel Guild:  Pam Forgie -Thompson · Connie Taylor 
Sacramental Bread:  Jean Ludlam · Kathy Deyell 
Coffee:  Madeleine King · Bob Taylor  

 
Excellent Adventure:  Maya McKirdy  
Nursery:  Beverley Senko · Leila Quinones   
Volunteers:   Paige Miller · Asha Jain                                                          
 
 

This Week at St. Stephen’s 
 

A few last words from our Rector, the Reverend Brian E Pearson:  
 

As St. Stephen’s continues on its faithful journey, but without 
me as your priest, what happens to us? What will our 
relationship look like now, after almost twenty years 
together?  
 
For the next year I am taking a sabbatical from church life. I 
need to discover who I am when I am not the priest of a 
“vibrant and diverse midtown congregation”, when I am not 
preaching each week, and accompanying people on their 
journeys, and supporting church structures. Also, my 
successor will need some room to establish themselves 
without me hanging around. Therefore, my ongoing 
participation in the life of St. Stephen’s is not an option.  

 
For this reason, it would be better if we did not have a lot of contact over the next year, even social 
contact. Regretfully, this also means that baptisms, weddings and funerals are out. The temptation will be 
too great to re-engage with St. Stephen’s, drawing me right back in—because I will want to know what’s 
happening! 
 
Instead, let’s track each other in the ways of the modern world—on Facebook, for instance. Or visit my 
website (www.brianepearson.ca), where I intend to publish a weekly Monday blog. Or invite me to your 
home as a musician, to do a house concert! Then, after a year, perhaps it will feel right for me to return to 
St. Stephen’s as a regular member, to rejoin my church family.  
 
Farewell … for now.  



SEVENTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY  YEAR C 

Proper 7 
 

 

READINGS 
Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
Luke 6:27-38 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Loving God,  
you are gracious to the ungrateful 
and merciful even to the wicked.  
Pour out your love upon us, 
that with good and generous hearts 
we may keep from judging others 
and learn your ways of compassion; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God,  
in this Eucharistic feast  
we celebrate your unfathomable love  
for us and for all people.   
Grant that, strengthened by these holy gifts,  
we may show your love in our lives,  
loving even we ourselves are not loved,  
giving even when we do not receive,  
as befits children of the Most High.   
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ.   
Amen. 
 
 



SEVENTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY  YEAR C 

Proper 7 
 

 

 FIRST READING:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 
 Joseph said to his brothers, “It is I—Joseph!  Is my father still alive?” 
But his brothers could not answer, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
 
 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” They came 
closer and he said to them, “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into 
Egypt. Now do not be angry with yourselves for having sold me here; for 
God sent me here ahead of you so that I could save lives. There has been 
famine in the land these two years, and for five more years there will be 
neither plowing nor harvesting. But God sent me ahead of you to ensure 
that you will have descendants on earth and to keep alive for you a great 
body of survivors. 
 
 “So it was not you who sent me here, but God, who has made me a 
chief counselor to Pharaoh, the head of his household, and ruler of all Egypt. 
Hurry now and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Your son Joseph says to 
you, God has made me ruler of all Egypt; come to me here at once, do not 
delay. You shall settle here in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, 
you and your children and your children’s children, your flocks, your herds, 
and all that you own. I will provide for you here—for the next five years will 
be years of famine—so that you and your household, and all that you own, 
will not be lost.’” 
 
 Then he kissed his brothers, and wept over them; and after that his 
brothers talked freely with him. 
 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Thanks be to God. 
  



SEVENTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY  YEAR C 

Proper 7 
 

 

PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40 
 
Do not fret because of evildoers; 
 do not be jealous of those who do wrong, 
 
for they shall soon wither like the grass, 
 and like the green grass fade away. 
 
Put your trust in God, and do good; 
 so you may dwell securely in the land  
 and feed on its riches. 
 
Take delight in your God, 
 and God shall give you your heart’s desire. 
 
Commit your way to God,  
 trust in God, and God will act. 
 
God will make your righteousness shine like the light, 
 and your just dealings as the noon day. 
 
Be still before God;  
 wait patiently for God; 
 
do not fret over those who prosper in their way, 
 those who succeed in evil schemes. 
 
Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
 do not fret—it leads only to evil. 
 
For evildoers shall be cut off, 
 but those who wait on God  
 shall inherit the land. 
 



SEVENTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY  YEAR C 

Proper 7 
 

 

Yet a little while, and the wicked shall be no more; 
 you shall search out their place, 
 but they will not be there. 
 
But the meek shall inherit the land, 
 and delight in abundant prosperity. 
 
The salvation of the righteous is from God; 
 God is their refuge in time of trouble. 
 
God helps them and rescues them, 
 rescuing them from the wicked, 
 because they seek refuge in him.



SEVENTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY  YEAR C 

Proper 7 
 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 
 Perhaps someone will ask, “How are the dead raised?  What kind of 
body will they have?” Fool! The seed you sow does not come to life unless it 
dies. When you sow, you do not sow the full-blown plant, but a mere seed, 
perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. Then it is given the body God has 
chosen for it, to each kind of seed its own body. 
 
 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, 
what is raised is imperishable. What is sown is ignoble, what is raised is 
glorious. What is sown in weakness is raised in power. It is sown a physical 
body, but raised up a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a 
spiritual body. 
 
 The first Adam, scripture says, became a living being; but the last 
Adam has become a life-giving spirit. That is, it is not the spiritual that comes 
first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first being was from the 
earth, made of dust; the second is from heaven. As the earthly one was of 
dust, so are we of dust; and as is the One of heaven, so are those who are of 
heaven. And we, who have borne the image of the one of dust, shall also 
bear the image of the  One of heaven. 
 
 What I am saying, my sister and brothers, is this: flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit what is 
imperishable. 
 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Thanks be to God. 



SEVENTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY  YEAR C 

Proper 7 
 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 6:27-38 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
The Holy Gospel  
of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

God be with you.  
And also with you.  
The Good News  
of Jesus Christ  
according to Luke.  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Jesus said: 
“I say to you who listen:  
Love your enemies,   
 do good to those who hate you,  
bless those who curse you,  
 pray for those who mistreat you.   
If anyone strikes you on the cheek,  
 offer the other as well; 
and if anyone takes from you your coat,  
 let them have your shirt as well. 
Give to all who beg from you;  
 and if anyone takes what is yours,  
 do not ask for it back. 
Do to others what you would have them do to you.   
 
If you love those who love you,  
 what credit is that to you?   
 Even sinners love those you love them.   
If you do good to those who do good to you,  
 what credit is that to you?   
 Even sinners do as much.   
If you lend to those from whom you expect repayment,  
 what credit is that to you?   
Even sinners lend to other sinners,  
 expecting to be repaid in full. 



SEVENTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY  YEAR C 

Proper 7 
 

 

But love your enemies, do good,  
 and lend expecting nothing in return; 
and your reward will be great,  
 for you will be children of the Most High,  
 who is good to the ungrateful and the wicked.   
Be merciful, as your loving God is merciful. 
 
Do not judge,  
 and you will not be judged.   
Do not condemn,  
 and you will not be condemned.   
Forgive,  
 and you will be forgiven. 
Give and it will be given to you:  
 a full measure— 
 pressed down, shaken together, running over— 
 will be poured into your lap.   
For the measure you give  
 will be the measure you get back.” 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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February 24, 2019 

The Celebration and Conclusion 
of a Ministry 

on the Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 
On Wednesday evening, November 17, 1999, the Reverend Brian Pearson was formally inducted as Rector of  

St. Stephen’s Church. The service was conducted by The Venerable Barry Foster (Executive Officer of the Diocese, there 
being no diocesan bishop at the time) with The Very Reverend Michael Rolph (Dean of Athabasca and personal friend 
of Brian’s) preaching, and the Venerable Robert Purdy (former rector of St. Stephen’s and Territorial Archdeacon of 
Bow Valley) and the Reverend Jagdutt Singh (Regional Dean) assisting. 

 
Presentations were made, symbolic of the new rector’s role in the parish: a Bible, water, oil, bread & wine, a 

prayer book & hymn book, a copy of the diocesan canons, and the church keys, each accompanied by an invitation to 
the congregation to join Brian in carrying out these various ministries. Today, these items will be returned, as the 
entrustment they represent is placed back into the hands of the parish. 

 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

The Reverend Brian E Pearson, Preacher & Presider 
The Reverends Cathy Fulton & Dean Houghton, Concelebrants 

The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon 
Ondrea Mann, Organist & Music Director 

Liz Tremblay, Cellist, Pianist & Assistant Music Director 

 

The Gathering of the Community 
We gather, greet one another, and prepare for worship. 

 

Prelude 
 
Welcome and Opening Announcements 
 
Greeting: cf. Jeremiah 17:7-8 (the People standing) 

 
Blessed are those who trust in God, 
who trust in God completely. 

 We prepare for 
worship by taking a 
few quiet moments 
to reflect upon the 
state of our soul 
and that of the 
world this day. 
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They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
spreading out its roots by the stream. 

 
It shall not fear the summer heat, 
for its leaves shall be ever green; 

in a year of drought it is not anxious, 
and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

 
Blessed are those who trust in God; 

indeed, blessed are those  
who trust in God completely! 

 
Opening Hymn: Gather Us In blue insert  
 
Opening Prayer (the People remain standing) 

 
Almighty God, 
by your grace alone we are called to your service, 
and by your grace alone we are called to our rest. 
Strengthen us for the ministries we take up, 
and give us grateful hearts for those we lay down. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son our Saviour, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Opening 
Prayer (also known 
as the Collect) 
gathers the 
individual prayers 
of the people and 
identifies the 
theme of today’s 
service. 

The Proclamation of the Word 
We hear again the Christian story  

and respond with our prayers and intentions. 
 

First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15  Carly Grimsen Seligman 
 
Following the reading: 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

  
 

The First Reading 
and Psalm are 
taken from the 
Hebrew Scriptures, 
the "Old 
Testament". 
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Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
 

Do not be anxious because of evildoers; 
do not be jealous of those who do wrong, 

for they shall soon wither like the grass, 
and like the green grass, fade away. 

 
Put your trust in God,  
and do good; 

so that you may dwell securely in the land,  
and feed on its riches. 

 
Take delight in your God, 
and God shall give you your heart’s desire. 

Commit your way to God,  
trust in God, and God will act. 

 
God will make your righteousness shine like the light, 
and your just dealings as the noon day. 

Be still before God;  
wait patiently for God. 

 
Do not fret over those who prosper in their way, 
those who succeed in evil schemes. 

Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
do not be anxious—it leads only to evil. 

 
For evildoers shall be cut off, 

but those who wait upon God  
shall inherit the land. 

 
Yet a little while,  
and the wicked shall be no more; 

you shall search out their place, 
but they will not be there. 

 
But the meek shall inherit the land, 
and delight in abundant prosperity. 

The Psalms are 
sacred poems and 
songs drawn from 
the Hebrew 
scriptures, 
reflecting Israel’s 
experience of God 
in ways that make 
that experience 
universal.  
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The salvation of the righteous is from God; 
God is their refuge in time of trouble. 

 
God will help them  
and come to their aid, 

God will rescue them from the wicked, 
because it is in God that they seek refuge. 

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 Carly Grimsen Seligman  

 
Following the reading: 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn: God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness  blue insert 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 6:27-38 

 
Prior to the Reading: 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Following the Reading:  
The Gospel of Christ 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Sermon 
 
Presentation of the St. Stephen’s Inclusive Language Lectionary 
 

The Churchwardens step forward and the Editorial Board 
presents to them the lectionary. The Board is: 
The Reverend Brian Pearson, Chair 
Dariel Bateman  Evelyn Jain 
Gillian Bowles  Doug & Anne Marie McKibbon 
Heather Dumka  Brigid Stewart 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Second 
Reading is taken 
from the early 
Christian writings, 
the "New 
Testament". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We stand for the 
Gospel Reading in 
special reverence 
for the accounts of 
the life and 
teachings of Jesus. 
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Rector:  
The Apostle Paul has said:  
“Let us persist in proclaiming the good news,  
whether the time is favourable or unfavourable, 
convincing, rebuking, and encouraging, 
with the utmost patience in our teaching.”  
(2 Timothy 4:2) 
 
Editorial Board, to the churchwardens:  
We present to you  
these readings from Holy Scripture,  
rendered in contemporary language  
that is inclusive, non-violent, and clear.  
 
Churchwardens: 
We receive the work of your hands with gratitude, 
and we recommit ourselves to preaching the Gospel,  
in word and in deed, for our own day and age. 
Amen.  

 
Affirmation of Faith: “I Believe in God Almighty”  CP #44 
 

1. I believe in God almighty, 
Author of all things that be, 
maker of the earth and heavens, 
keeper of the sky and sea. 
I believe in God’s Son, Jesus, 
now for us both Lord and Christ, 
of the Spirit and of Mary 
born to bring abundant life. 
 

2. I believe that Jesus suffered, 
scourged and scorned and crucified; 
taken from the cross, was buried - 
true life there had truly died. 
I believe that on the third day 
Christ was raised up from the grave, 
then ascended to God=s right hand. 
He will come to judge and save. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This sung 
affirmation of faith 
is based on the 
traditional creeds, 
representing the 
core beliefs of the 
Christian church. 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 
We give thanks for Christ’s presence in our midst  

 by which we are spiritually fed. 
 

Hymn: Sing a New Song Unto the Lord blue insert 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 

 
Faithful God, 
in every age you call your servants 
to make known your love in the world. 
May we who celebrate this eucharist today 
be so strengthened in the ministries 
to which we have been called, 
that we may always and everywhere  
witness to your holy name. 
We ask it through Christ our Saviour.  
Amen. 

 During this hymn 
symbols of our 
daily lives—bread 
and wine for use in 
communion, and 
money for the 
ongoing ministry of 
the Church—are 
offered for God’s 
blessing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. I believe in God’s own Spirit, 
bonding all the saints within 
one church, catholic, and holy, 
where forgiveness frees from sin; 
in the body’s resurrection, 
for the breaking of death’s chain 
gives the life that’s everlasting: 
this the faith that I have claimed. 

 
Prayers of the People Blake Kanewischer  
 

People’s Response to “Trust in God”:  
... and God will act. 

 
The Peace (the congregation standing) 

 
Jesus Christ is the same, 
yesterday, today, and forever.  
God's peace be with you, 
now and always. 
And also with you. 

 
The people greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Prayers of the 
People place the 
concerns of our 
hearts before God: 
for the world, for 
the Church, and for 
those in need.  
 
The Passing of the 
Peace reminds us 
of Jesus’ command 
to love one another 
as he has loved us. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 
God be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
We give you thanks, O God,  
because in the Incarnation of your Word 
a new light has dawned upon the world, 
that all the nations may be brought out of darkness 
into the radiance of your glory. 

 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus Christ, your Only-begotten, 
took flesh of the Virgin Mary 
and shared our human nature. 
He lived and died as one of us 
to reconcile us to you, 
the Creator of us all. 
 
On the night he was handed over 
to suffering and death, 
a death he freely accepted, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 

“Eucharist” is the 
Greek word for 
thanksgiving. This 
prayer is also 
known as the Great 
Thanksgiving.  
 
 
 
 
 
This traditional 
prayer offers 
thanksgiving for 
God’s revelation to 
us in Jesus Christ, 
God’s “Word made 
flesh”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This part of the 
prayer recalls the 
central mystery of 
Christ’s saving act, 
his death for our 
sake.  
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We pray you, gracious God, 
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 
that they may be the sacrament 
of the body of Christ 
and his blood of the new covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  
that we, made acceptable in him, 
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

 
In the fullness of time, 
reconcile all things in Christ, 
and make them new, 
and bring us to that city of light 
where your saints sing forever 
their joyful hymns of praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord  CP #732 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth  
are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes  
in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

This portion of the 
prayer asks God to 
bless the gifts God 
has given us, that 
they may be a 
source of strength 
in the present time 
…  
 
 
 
… and also a sign 
of the eternal 
blessings to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The “Lord’s Prayer” 
is so called because 
the Gospels record 
Jesus teaching this 
prayer to his 
disciples. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 

 
Invitation 

 
The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Communion (please do not dip the bread into the cup) 
 
Prayer after Communion 

 
God of all the nations of the earth, 
guide us with your glorious light. 
Help us to recognize Christ  
as he comes to us in this Eucharist 
and in the lives of our neighbours. 
May we welcome him with love, 
for he is now and always 
to be worshipped and adored. 
Amen. 

 
The Conclusion of a Ministry 
 
The Rector and Churchwardens gather in front of the altar, where 
various signs of ministry have been assembled.  
 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, it has been my duty, and my 
delight, to serve as your priest and pastor from the day of my 
Induction until now. You entrusted to me at that time the care 
of souls in this place—including its worship, pastoral care, 
spiritual formation and education, outreach, and 
administration. Respectfully, I now return this entrustment back 
into your own care, as you continue to perform the ministries 
God has given you, and as you search for a new priest to serve 
in your midst.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All who love and 
serve God are 
welcome to come 
forward to receive 
communion, or to 
receive a blessing 
in God’s name. 
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Presentations 
 
The Rector presents each sign of ministry to the Churchwardens, 
addressing the congregation while doing so. 
 

Bible (Saint Stephen’s Inclusive Language Lectionary)  
 
I return to you the Holy Scriptures, telling the story of God’s 
love for all. Will you continue to proclaim the Gospel of hope 
and life?  
We will.  

 
Water (for baptism) 
 
I return to you this water for baptism, through which we are 
given new life in Christ. Will you continue to welcome new 
members into Christ’s flock, and commit yourselves to their 
spiritual care and formation?  
We will.  
 
Chalice and Paten (for holy communion)  
 
I return to you this chalice and paten, by which we receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ. Will you continue to break bread 
together and celebrate the presence of the crucified and risen 
Christ in your midst?  
We will.  
 
Oil (for anointing the sick) 
 
I return to you this oil for anointing the sick. Will you continue 
to visit those in need, pray for them, and shine as a beacon of 
healing and reconciliation in our wounded world? 
We will.  
 
Canons of the Diocese 
I return to you the Canons of the Diocese of Calgary. Will you 
continue to participate in the life of the wider church, forging 
new relationships of challenge and of trust? 
We will.  
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Church Keys 
I return to you the keys to the church. Will you continue to 
safeguard the buildings and property of St. Stephen’s, to serve 
both the congregation and the wider community by their 
accessibility, beauty, and usefulness? 
We will.  

 
Doxology 

 
Glory to God, 
whose power, working in us, 
can do infinitely more  
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 
Blessing & Dismissal 

 
Our help is in the name of our God, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
Blessed be the name of our God, 
from this time forth for evermore. 
 
The blessing, mercy, and grace of God 
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, 
be upon you, and remain with you  
this day forth, and for evermore. 
Amen.  
 
You are the light of the world. 
Let your light shine! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Closing Hymn: City of God                             blue insert 
 
Postlude 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A doxology is a 
prayer of praise, in 
this case, a final 
one, drawing our 
worship to a close. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While it is 
customary for the 
congregation to 
disperse following 
the last hymn 
(having been sent 
out into the world 
as witnesses to the 
Good News), today 
you are invited to 
linger to say 
farewell to our 
rector, who retires 
this week from 38 
years of ordained 
ministry.  
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Thank you for sharing in our worship today. 
 
 

Following the service you are invited to stay  
and join us for refreshments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


