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December 24, 2018 
 

Presider:  The Reverend Brian E Pearson 
Deacon:  The Reverend Charmaine Evans 
Reader:  Jean Ludlam 
Light & Sound:  Chad Dudley 
Communion Assistants:  Joanne Snyder · Heather Dumka 
Sidespersons:  Janis Fenwick · Cathy Clark · Craig Melton 
Organist:  Ondrea Mann 

    

  
 

 
 

 

  
 

Special thanks 
 to our Music Director, Ondrea Mann & Jeff Jones  

and our Choir 
  for providing the wonderful music for this  

Christmas Season and  
throughout the year! 

Joy to the world the Lord has come! 
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  Hope  Peace  Joy  Love 
 

To You  
and Yours 
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CHRISTMAS YEARS A, B & C 

Proper II 
 

 

READINGS 
Isaiah 62:6-12 
Psalm 97 
Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:8-20 
 
OPENING PRAYER (Christmas Eve) 
Gracious and radiant God, 
on this holy night 
you gave us the gift of your Son— 
the Ruler of the Universe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
the Saviour of the world lying in a manger. 
Draw us into the mystery of your divine love this night. 
Join our voices with those of the heavenly host, 
that we may sing your glory on high. 
Grant us a place among the shepherds, 
that we may find the one for whom we have been waiting, 
Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit 
in the splendour of eternal light, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
OPENING PRAYER (Christmas Day) 
Today, O God of light, 
your loving kindness dawns, 
your tender compassion shines upon us, 
for in Christ our Saviour, born of human flesh, 
you reveal your gracious gift: 
eternal life, to which we ourselves are born. 
Fill us with wonder on this holy day: 
let us treasure in our hearts what we have been told, 
that our lives may proclaim your great and gentle mercy. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, 
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who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
in the splendour of eternal light, 
one God for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Source of light and gladness, 
accept all we offer you on this joyful feast. 
May we grow up into him 
who unites our lives to yours; 
for he is Lord now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Christmas Eve) 
Gracious God, 
tonight you have united earth and heaven 
in sending your Son to take our human nature. 
May we who have tasted heavenly things 
share in the life of his eternal kingdom. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Christmas Day) 
Source of truth and joy, 
may we who have received the gift of divine life 
always follow the way of your Son. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:6-12 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah  
 
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem,  

I have posted sentinels;  
all day and all night they shall never be silent.  
You who call upon our God,  

take no rest— 
and give to God no rest—  
until Jerusalem is established  
and renowned throughout the earth.  

 
For by God's right hand and mighty arm,  

God has sworn an oath, saying:  
“I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies,  

and foreigners shall not drink the wine  
for which you have laboured;  

but those who garner the grain 
shall eat the bread and praise their God;  

and those who gather the grapes 
shall drink the wine in my holy courts.”  

 
Go through, yes, go through the gates,  

prepare the way for the people;  
build up, yes, build up the highway,  

and clear it of stones:  
lift up an ensign over the peoples.  
 
For this is God's proclamation to the ends of the earth:  
“Say to my daughter Zion,  
 See, your Deliverer comes  

with a sure reward and abundant recompense.  
They shall be called, a ‘Holy People’,  

and ‘The Redeemed of their God’;  



CHRISTMAS YEARS A, B & C 

Proper II 
 

 

and as for you, you shall be called, ‘Sought Out’,  
and ‘A City Not Forsaken’.”   

 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 97 
 
Our God reigns! 

Let the earth rejoice;  
let the multitude of the isles be glad.   

 
Clouds and darkness are round about you, O God; 

righteousness and justice  
are the foundations of your throne. 

 
Fire goes before you  
and burns up your enemies on every side.   

Lightning bolts illuminate the world;  
the earth sees it and is afraid. 

 
The mountains melt like wax at your presence, O God,  
at the presence of the God of the whole earth. 

The heavens declare your righteousness,  
and all the peoples see your glory. 

 
Confounded be all who worship carved images  
and delight in false gods!  

All gods bow down before you, O God. 
 
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,  
because of your judgements, O God. 

For you are God, most high over all the earth;  
you are exalted far above all gods.   

 
You love those who hate evil;  

you preserve the lives of the saints  
and deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

 
Light has sprung up for the righteous,  
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and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.   
Rejoice in God, you righteous,  
and give thanks to God’s holy name. 
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SECOND READING: Titus 3:4-7  
 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus  
 

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared, 
we were saved, not because of any works of righteousness that we had 
done, but according only to God's mercy, through the water of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit God poured out on us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by grace, we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:8-20 
 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Suddenly a heavenly angel stood before them, and 
God's glory shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said 
to them, "Do not be afraid; for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who 
is the Messiah, the Chosen One. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom God favours!"  

 
When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which God has made known to us." So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 

 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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St. Stephen’s Anglican Church Christmas Eve, 2018 
Calgary, Alberta 10:30 p.m. 

 

The HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

The Reverend Brian E. Pearson, preaching and presiding 
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon 

Ondrea Mann, Organist and Choir Director 
 
 

The Gathering of the People 
 
Prelude   
 
The lights dim, the congregation stands, and the opening hymn is sung by candlelight. 
 
Opening Hymn:  SILENT NIGHT  Common Praise, 119 
 

1.  Silent Night! Holy Night! 
     All is calm, all is bright 
     Round yon virgin, mother and child. 
     Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
     Sleep in heavenly peace, 
     sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2.  Silent Night! Holy Night! 
     Shepherds quake at the sight; 
     Glorious streams from heaven afar, 
     Heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
     Christ the Saviour is born, 
     Christ the Saviour is born  

3.  Silent night! Holy Night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

 
Opening Prayer 

 
Gracious and radiant God,  
on this holy night you gave us the gift of your Son 
—the Ruler of the Universe wrapped in swaddling clothes,  
the Saviour of the world lying in a manger.  
Draw us into the mystery of your divine love this night.  
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Join our voices with those of the heavenly host,  
that we may sing your glory on high.  
Grant us a place among the shepherds,  
that we may find the one for whom we have been waiting,  
Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit i 
n the splendour of eternal light,  
one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
The candles are extinguished and the congregation is seated. 

 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 62:6-12 read by Jean Ludlam 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.  
 
 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night 
they shall never be silent. You who call upon our God, take no rest—and give to God 
no rest— until Jerusalem is established and renowned throughout the earth.  
 
 For by God's right hand and mighty arm, God has sworn an oath, saying:  

“I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies,  
     and foreigners shall not drink the wine  
     for which you have laboured;  
but those who garner the grain 
     shall eat the bread and praise their God;  
and those who gather the grapes 
     shall drink the wine in my holy courts.”  

 
 Go through, yes, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build 
up, yes, build up the highway, and clear it of stones: lift up an ensign over the 
peoples. For this is God's proclamation to the ends of the earth:  

Say to my daughter Zion:  
“See, your Deliverer comes  
     with a sure reward and abundant recompense.  
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They shall be called, a ‘Holy People’,  
     and ‘The Redeemed of their God’;  
and as for you, you shall be called, ‘Sought Out’,  
     and ‘A City Not Forsaken.”   

 

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 97  
 

Our God reigns! 
Let the earth rejoice;  
let the multitude of the isles be glad.   
 
Clouds and darkness are round about you, O God; 
righteousness and justice  
are the foundations of your throne. 
 
Fire goes before you  
and burns up your enemies on every side.   
Lightning bolts illuminate the world;  
the earth sees it and is afraid. 
 

The mountains melt like wax at your presence, O God,  
at the presence of the God of the whole earth. 
The heavens declare your righteousness,  
and all the peoples see your glory. 
 

Confounded be all who worship carved images  
and delight in false gods!  
All gods bow down before you, O God. 
 

Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,  
because of your judgements, O God. 
For you are God, most high over all the earth;  
you are exalted far above all gods.   
 

You love those who hate evil;  
you preserve the lives of the saints  
and deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 
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Light has sprung up for the righteous,  
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.   
Rejoice in God, you righteous,  
and give thanks to God’s holy name. 

 
Second Reading: Titus 3:4-7  read by Jean Ludlam 
 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus.  
 
 When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared, we 
were saved, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but 
according only to God's mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit. This Spirit God poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so 
that, having been justified by grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life. 
 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn:  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM Common Praise, 121 
 

1.  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
     Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
     yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
     the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
2.  For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, 
     while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
     O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth, 
     and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all the earth. 
 
3.  How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given 
     as love imparts to human hearts the blessings of God's heaven! 
     No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
     where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 
4.  O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
     cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
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     We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
     O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

 
The Gospel Reading: Luke 2:8-20 (the congregation remains standing) 

 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. Suddenly a heavenly angel stood before 
them, and God's glory shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see, I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Chosen One. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom God favours!"  

 
When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which God has made known to us." So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said. But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Sermon 
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Nicene Creed (All stand) 
 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord,  
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and the Son 
he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People (the congregation remains standing) 
 
The Peace 

 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 
and his name shall be called 'Prince of Peace'. 
 
God's peace be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
The people greet one another with a sign of peace. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Offertory Hymn:  O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL Common Praise, 118 
 

1. O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
Come and behold him, born the king of angels; 

O come let us adore him … 
 
2. God of God, Light of Light,  
Lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
Very God, begotten not created. 

O come let us adore him … 
 
3.  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above. 
Glory to God in the highest. 

O come let us adore him …  
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4.  See how the shepherds, summoned to his  cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps.   

O come let us adore him …  
 
5. Ye, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 

O come let us adore him …  
 
Prayer Over the Gifts 

 
Source of light and gladness, 
accept all we offer you on this joyful feast. 
May we grow up into him 
who unites our lives to yours; 
for he is Lord now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
 
Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
All honour and glory are yours  
always and everywhere, 
almighty Creator, ever-living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who for love of our broken race humbled himself, 
being born in human likeness,  
and lived among us. 
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For in these last days  
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 
a death he freely accepted, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
"Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
 After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
We pray you, gracious God, 
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 
that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 
and his blood of the new covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
that we, made acceptable in him, 
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
 
In the fullness of time, 
reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 
and bring us to that city of light 
where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, 
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and the author of our salvation; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 
now and for ever.   
 
So now, with angels and archangels, and with all creation, 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
as we sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, Common Praise, 732 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth  
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is the One who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.   

 
The Lord's Prayer 
 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
 



11 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 

 
The Invitation 
 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Communion Communion Assistants: Heather Dumka and Joanne Snyder 
 
Notes on Communion:  

• All are welcome to come forward to receive communion, or to receive a blessing.  

• To receive the bread, please extend your open hands, palms up. 

• To receive the wine, please take hold of the base of the chalice and guide it to your lips. 

• please do not dip the bread in the cup 

• To receive a blessing instead of the bread and wine, please cross your arms over your chest.  
 
Prayer After Communion (the congregation standing) 
 

Gracious God, 
tonight you have united earth and heaven 
in sending your Son to take our human nature. 
May we who have tasted heavenly things 
share in the life of his eternal kingdom. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

May the God of infinite goodness 
scatter the darkness of sin 
and brighten your hearts with holiness: 
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and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and those you love now and always.  
Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
 

Let us bless the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Recessional Hymn:  JOY TO THE WORLD Common Praise, 154 
 

1.  Joy to the world! 
     The Lord is come; 
     let earth receive her King! 
     Let every heart  
     prepare him room,        
          and heaven and nature sing...  

 
2.  Joy to earth!   
     The Saviour reigns: 
     let men their songs employ,  
     while fields and floods,  
     rocks, hills and plains  
          repeat the sounding joy. 

3.  No more let wrongs  
     and sorrows grow, 
     Nor thorns infest the ground; 
     He comes to make  
     his blessings flow 
          far as the our sin is found ... 

 
4.  He rules the world  
     with truth and grace, 
     and makes the nations prove 
     the glories of  
     his righteousness  
          and wonders of his love. 

 
Organ Postlude 
 
 
 
 


