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2019 Flower calendar is up.
A welcome addition to our sanctuary each week has been flowers donated as a memorial or to mark
a celebration. Increase in cost for Flowers to $75 Donations are eligible for a tax receipt.

The PEARSON FAMILY Farewell (for now) Tour

On January 19, 2019, please join us for a special evening "Live at Steve’s”—the only
stop on the "Pearson Family Farewell (for now) Tour". Featuring our rector Brian
Pearson and his band, BP and the Gas, the evening will be hosted by Heather Dudley
(Pearson), with technical support by Chad Dudley, the spinning discs of Dr. Space (AKA
Ben Pearson), and the original songs of Rob Pearson.
This is the rector's retirement farewell to St. Stephen’s and its friends from the whole Pearson family after
nineteen happy years. The evening will be enhanced by both a barista and a bartender as you settle in for
a moving mix of music and storytelling. Bring your family and friends to this all-age show to celebrate two
decades of the life and service of this lively midtown congregation. All proceeds will support the Rector’s
Discretionary Fund, an ongoing outreach program that supports local social service agencies and benefits
people in need.

FIRST SUNDAY after CHRISTMAS
December 30, 2018

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Excellent Adventure and Nursery available 10:30 a.m.
Rector
The Reverend Brian E Pearson
Program Co-ordinator
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon
Honorary Assistants
The Venerable Barry Foster
The Reverend Cathy Fulton
The Reverend Dean Houghton
Music Director
Ondrea Mann

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Sunday Worship, December 30, 2018
8:00am service- Book of Common Prayer (starting page 67)

10:30am service- Bulletin

The Reverend Brian E Pearson, Presider & Preacher

The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon
Colin Redekop, Guest Organist

Lectionary Readings
This week:
Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2: 41-52

Next week: Jan 6
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

The Prayers of the People
The Anglican Cycle of Prayer
We pray for the Chruch in Kyushu, Japan, The Right Reverend Luke Ken-ichi Muto; for Justin, The
Archbishop of Canterbury; Fred, our Primate; Greg our Metropolitan Archbishop & Diocesan Bishop,
Sidney, the Suffragan Bishop for Treaty 7 Territory.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
We pray for Cathedral Church of the Redeemer, Calgary, The Very Reverend Leighton Lee, The Reverend
Helen Belcher, Canon Cyril Challice.; in our Companion Diocese of the Windward Islands we pray for
Cathedral Church of St. George (Parish of St. George and Andrew) with Transfiguration, the Ascension and
Holy Redeemer, The Very Reverend Samuel Nichols, their clergy and the people of the parishes.

St. Stephen’s Parish Cycle of Prayer
Anneliese De Bruijn · John Ngeth Deng · Gerry and Kathy Deyell · Carolyn Donnan ·
Hilda Dorsay · Dave and Barb Driftmier.

For Those in Need
Walker Family · Pat · Sarah · Archer · John · Sheila · John ·
Grace · Heather · Ian · Don.
For The Departed
Heather Walker

Flowers
Flowers are dedicated today to the Glory of God
by Clare Hooper and Paul Kolodziejczyk
in thanksgiving for blessings received.

On Duty Today:
Reader: Jennifer Garrison
Litianist: Ian Moore
Communion Assistants: Keith Moe · Lynn Brooks
Greeters: Cam Bush · Peter Nettleton · Marilyn Nettleton
Chancel Guild: Jean Ludlam · Barb Driftmier
SacramentalBread: Jean Ludlam · Kathy Deyell
Coffee: Kristen and Tom Clarke · Carolyn Donnan

Excellent Adventure & Nursery are on Christmas Break will be back Jan 6, 2019.

Announcements

also on back cover
Christmas Schedule: Office will be closed from Dec 24-Jan 2 · Bible Study will not be held Dec 20, 27 &
Jan 3 Back on Jan 10 ·
Meditation last Dec 19, return Jan 8 · Women’s Group Jan 20 resume ·
Youth Jan 20 next meeting ·
Parish Council Jan 6 meeting.
RememberThe Bishop will be with us on January 6th
Money collected in our blue envelopes for December goes towards The Primates World Relief and
Development Fund (PWRDF) which supports relief and development programs around the world.
We are hoping to raise at least $3000 for PWRDF this year, which would be the equivalent of 100
goats. Check out our “Goatmeter” to see how we are doing and get your goat today!

Open Doors II
Open Doors II is actively compiling the information required for our first Diocesan property committee
presentation and submission. The information is inclusive of research we have done through consultation
with representatives of local organizations, community groups, civic and provincial departments as well as
individuals with experience in developing affordable housing projects. As part of our submission we are
creating an initial business case. As we get a little further into this process we will continue to share
details. In January we will begin to use the announcement period at Sunday services to speak to you as a
congregation as we lead up to the AGM and the motion we will put forward to continue the process of
evolving our project from concept to reality. Feel free to inquire with any of the members of the
committee if you have any questions. Committee members are: Lynda Greuel, Patty Rhodes Brink, Tim
Crowe, Cam Bush and Keith Moe. Ex-Officio members include Brian Pearson and Don McLeod.

FIRST SUNDAY after CHRISTMAS
READINGS
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52
OPENING PRAYER
O loving God,
help us, your sons and daughters,
to ponder the faith and holiness of the holy family
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ;
such that we may find in you
the source of our strength
and the unity of our own earthly families;
through the same Jesus Christ,
your Word made flesh,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
God of light,
in the birth and childhood of your Son
we see your glory.
May we who share in this mystery
grow daily in your love.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Source of truth and joy,
may we who have received the gift of divine life
always follow the way of your Son.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.

YEAR C

FIRST SUNDAY after CHRISTMAS

YEAR C

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel
Samuel was ministering in the temple, a young boy in a linen ephod,
the vestment of a priest’s assistant. His mother Hannah used to make for
him a little robe and take it to him each year when she went up with Elkanah
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.
And Eli the priest would bless Elkanah and his wife and say, "May God
repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to God";
and then they would return to their home.
Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favour
with God and with the people.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

FIRST SUNDAY after CHRISTMAS
PSALM 148
Hallelujah!
Praise God from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
Praise God, all heavenly angels;
praise God, all God’s host.
Praise God, sun and moon;
praise God, all shining stars.
Praise God, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of our God,
who commanded, and they were created;
who made them stand fast for ever and ever;
giving them a law which shall not pass away.
Praise God from the earth,
you sea-monsters and all deeps;
Fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
Wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and wingéd birds;
Sovereigns of the earth, and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
Young men and maidens,
old and young together.

YEAR C

FIRST SUNDAY after CHRISTMAS
Let them praise the name of our God;
for God's name alone is exalted,
and God's splendour is over earth and heaven.
God's people are strengthened;
God's servants are praised:
the children of Israel,
a people who are held close to God's heart.
Hallelujah!

YEAR C

FIRST SUNDAY after CHRISTMAS

YEAR C

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other;
just as God has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body, being thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

FIRST SUNDAY after CHRISTMAS

YEAR C

GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:41-52
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
The Holy Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News
of Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Now every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
festival.
When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that
he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they
started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not
find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers.
When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said
to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I
have been searching for you in great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were
you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's
house?" But they did not understand what he said to them.
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And
Jesus increased in years, and was filled with wisdom—and God’s favour
rested upon him.
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The First Sunday after Christmas
December 30, 2018

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Reverend Brian Pearson, Presider & Preacher
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon
Colin Redekop, Guest Organist

The Gathering of the Community

We gather, greet one another, and prepare for worship.
Prelude: O Come, Little Children (arr. Gilbert Martin)
Jesus Christ Is Born Today! (arr. Gilbert Martin)

We prepare for
worship by quiet
reflection on the
state of the world
and of our souls
this day.

Greeting
Blessed be our God, the God of Israel.
May all the earth be filled with God's glory.
Light has sprung up for the righteous,
And joyful gladness for the pure of heart.
Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God's people on earth!
Opening Hymn: Good Christians All, Rejoice
Opening Prayer (the congregation remains standing)
O loving God,
help us, your sons and daughters,
to ponder the faith and holiness of the holy family
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ;
such that we may find in you
the source of our strength
and the unity of our own earthly families;
1

blue insert
The Opening
Prayer (also
known as a
"Collect")
identifies the
theme or themes
heard in today's
service.

through the same Jesus Christ,
your Word made flesh,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word

We hear again the Christian story
and respond with our prayers and intentions.
First Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

read by Jennifer Garrison

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 148
Hallelujah!
Praise God from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
Praise God, all heavenly angels;
praise God, all God’s host.
Praise God, sun and moon;
praise God, all shining stars.
Praise God, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of our God,
who commanded, and they were created;
who made them stand fast for ever and ever;
giving them a law which shall not pass away.
Praise God from the earth,
you sea-monsters and all deeps;
Fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
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The Bible contains
the story of God's
People, but
continues to speak
to us today.
A Psalm is a
sacred poem
drawn from the
Hebrew
scriptures.

Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
Wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and wingéd birds;
Sovereigns of the earth, and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
Young men and maidens,
old and young together.
Let them praise the name of our God;
for God's name alone is exalted,
and God's splendour is over earth and heaven.
God's people are strengthened;
God's servants are praised:
the children of Israel,
a people who are held close to God's heart.
Hallelujah!
Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17

read by Jennifer Garrison

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

blue insert

Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 41-52
Prior to the Reading:
God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Following the Reading:
The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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We stand for the
Gospel Reading in
special reverence
for the stories of
the life and
teachings of Jesus.

Sermon
Affirmation of Faith (from Philippians 2:6-11)
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself
and was obedient to death,
even death on the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Prayers of the People

led by Ian Moore

The Peace (the congregation standing)
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
The People greet one another with a gesture of peace and friendship.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
We give thanks for Christ’s sacrificial love
by which we are spiritually fed.
4

We affirm our
beliefs according
to one of a
number of
historical
formulations, this
one from the
letter of the
Apostle Paul to
the First Century
church in Philippi.

The Prayers of the
People bring the
cares and concerns
of our hearts to God.

The “Passing of
the Peace” (also
known as the "kiss
of peace") has
been practised
among Christians
since biblical
times.

Offertory Hymn: ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime
Prayer over the Gifts

blue insert

God of light,
in the birth and childhood of your Son
we see your glory.
May we who share in this mystery
grow daily in your love.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer

Symbols of our
daily lives are
offered for God’s
blessing—bread
and wine for
communion, and
money for the
ongoing work of
the Church.

“Eucharist” comes
from the Greek
word for
thanksgiving.

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God our Saviour.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
All honour and glory are yours
always and everywhere,
almighty Creator, ever-living God.
We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who for love of our broken race humbled himself,
being born in human likeness,
and lived among us.
For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
5

At the heart of the
Christian story is
Jesus’ death for

a death he freely accepted,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
"Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me."
We pray you, gracious God,
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,
that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ
and his blood of the new covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,
that we, made acceptable in him,
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time,
reconcile all things in Christ,
and make them new,
and bring us to that city of light
where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,
now and for ever.
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our sake, which is
recounted here.

So now, with angels and archangels, and with all creation,
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
as we sing our joyful hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

CP, #732

Our praises join
with those in
heaven who, even
now, are singing
God’s praises
around God's
throne.

Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray (saying):
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
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The “Lord’s
Prayer” is so
called because the
Gospels record
Jesus teaching this
prayer to his
disciples.

Invitation

All who love and
serve God are
welcome to come
forward to receive
communion, or to
receive a blessing
in God’s name.

The gifts of God for the People of God!
Thanks be to God!
Communion (please do not dip the bread in the cup)
Music during communion:
Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head (arr. A.C. Whitworth)
Silent Night (arr. Don Hustad)
Prayer after Communion
Source of truth and joy,
may we who have received the gift of divine life
always follow the way of your Son.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.

Having been fed
by Word and
Sacrament, we
are sent out into
the world to be
witnesses of God’s
light and love.

Announcements
Dismissal
Let us bless our God.
Thanks be to God!
Closing Hymn: Joy to the World

blue insert

Postlude: The First Noel (arr. Gilbert Martin)

Thank you for joining us for worship today.
All are welcomed to stay for refreshments
following the service.

8

