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The Reign of Christ
November 26, 2017

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Excellent Adventure and Nursery available 10:30 a.m.
Rector
The Reverend Brian E Pearson
Program Co-ordinator
The Reverend Deacon Charmaine Evans
Honorary Assistants
The Venerable Barry Foster
The Reverend Cathy Fulton
Music Director
Jeffrey Jones

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Sunday Worship, November 26, 2017
8:00am service- Book of Common Prayer (starting page 67)

10:30am service- Bulletin

Preaching & Presiding: The Reverend Brain E Pearson
Assisting: The Reverend Deacon Charmaine Evans
Organist & Music Director: Jeffrey Jones

Lectionary Readings
This week:
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

Next week: Dec 3
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 100
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

The Prayers of the People
The Anglican Cycle of Prayer
We pray for the Church in Wad Medani, Northern, Sudan, The Right Reverend Saman Farajalla Mahdi; for
Justin, The Archbishop of Canterbury; Fred, our Primate; Greg our Metropolitan Archbishop & Diocesan
Bishop, Sidney, the Suffragan Bishop for Treaty 7 Territory.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
We pray for St. John the Divine, Siksika, The Reverend Deacon Larry Waterchief, St. Barnabas, Tsuu T’ina,
The Reverend Deacon Julienne Hendrickson and for the Diocesan Council; in our Companion Diocese of
the Windward Islands we pray for St. James, Layou with St. Mary, Buccament on St. Vincent, The
Reverend Eleanor Glasgow, their clergy and the people of the parishes.

St. Stephen’s Parish Cycle of Prayer
Cathy Robertson · Donald Robertson · Robert and Marilyn Rowley ·
Kathleen Ryan · Enrique and Maria Saenz · Marlies Sargent.

For Those in Need
John and Edna and family · Anise · Elizabeth · Benita · Heather ·
Sean · Michael and family.

Flowers
Flowers are dedicated today to the Glory of God
by Chancel Guild in thanksgiving for our wonderful clergy,
Brian, Charmaine, Barry and Cathy.

On Duty Today:
Tech: Paul Goud
Reader: Gillian Bowles
Litianist: Anne Brown
Communion Assistants: Marlies Sargent · Lynn Brooks
Sidespersons: Ian King · Jim Smellie · Patty Rhodes Brink · Brian Hill
Chancel Guild: Jean Ludlam · Jean Springer
Sacramental Bread: Dariel Bateman ∙ Jean Ludlam
Coffee Hosts: Carly and Ben Grimsen-Seligman · Kristen and Tom Clarke
Excellent Adventure with Kathleen Howes in the Creation Space
Nursery Care with Beverley Senko and Leila Quinones, is in the Canterbury Room

This Week at St. Stephen’s
Happy New Years’! That’s right, it’s out with the old, in with the
new—at least according to the church’s liturgical calendar. The
Christian year begins four Sundays before Christmas, on the
First Sunday in Advent, and ends the Sunday before that, which
is traditionally celebrated as The Feast of Christ the King, or,
more recently, the Reign of Christ.
The original calendars were set according to the lunar cycles,
from which we still set the date for Easter (the first Sunday
following the full moon that follows the northern spring
equinox). But those calendars set the start of the year variously as May 1, March 15, and even September
1—until, that is, the Julian calendar was established in the 1st Century, CE, and which was then upheld by
the (more refined) Gregorian calendar we in the West have used since the 16th Century.
While still observing the Gregorian calendar for civic purposes, the church regards the year as the
unfolding story of Jesus Christ. So it begins, in the West, by backing up four weeks from the traditional
date of Jesus’ birthday, December 25, to hear the prophecies concerning his arrival. It then tells his
earthly story up to his death and resurrection at Easter, and then beyond, with the coming of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost. The rest of the year is a wide-flung consideration of Jesus’ parables and teachings,
until we roll it all up in a celebration of his reign … and then start again.

BE REAL, BELONG, BELIEVE IT

November 26, 2017

Welcome! If you are searching for a place to belong, a warm welcome to you.
So we can welcome you and answer any questions you may have please look for our on Duty Warden who
will be wearing a big “Ask Me” button. Questions? Our Verger is Anneliese

We welcome into Christ’s Flock today
Vesna Somborovic
daughter of
Milena Pindovic and Veselin Somborovic

*****
Blue Envelopes

this month go to The
Rector’s Discretionary
Fund, which is used for
direct outreach,
providing food or other
support to people at the
door, and other needs at
the discretion of The
Rector.

Backpacks for Mustard Seed

Ryan Miller is nearing the end of his service project for his
Chief Scout’s Award. He has been organizing the backpack
program for the Mustard Seed, and expanding it to include
donations from his school and Scout Troop. All donations are
appreciated and any money received will be used to buy warm
clothes. Many thanks for the donations so far.
For more information, please contact Ryan Miller at 403-532-2811.

Stewardship 2017-18: Planning for the Future

Please remember to return your pledge information by Nov 30, this information is important for
us as we update our records and for planning purposes. It can be submitted at church in the
offertory, mailed or via email to administrator@ststephenscalgary.org.
This information is confidential and is view only by our church administrator and the envelope
secretary for administrative purposes. For more information please contact Tim Crowe (403-606-1159
or chinookpuelche@yahoo.ca) or Jack Walker (403-531-6821 or jwalker@leedefinancial.com)

Announcing … a new Inquirers’ Group: Opening our gift box of "Christmas Questions". If
Christ “came down” at Christmas, where was he before that? Where is he now? Is Christmas just
for Christians, or is there a universal message tucked away in the manger? How did the star “stop”
over the place where Jesus lay? How come the epistles know nothing of the miraculous birth of
Jesus? Tuesdays, December 5, 12 & 19, join us in the church at 7:15 for lively conversation as we
explore the Christmas story together. And if you need a kick start to your own Christmas
Questions, attend “Do You Hear What I Hear?” on Sunday, December 3, at 7:30 pm: a Christmas
exploration in word and song.

PWRDF Christmas Cards available for $20 after the service, see Heather Dumka

Top Pick of the Year

Festival of Lessons and Carols on December 17 at 4:00pm

Join the Choir and our Music Director Jeff Jones in this very special service of Lessons and
Carols. Listen to the Story of Promise and to music of the Season specially prepared by the
Choir for this service. Come and sing your favorite Christmas carols and some Christmas cheer
after.

Labyrinth Events:
Dec 9, 2017 Advent Labyrinth Walking Day in the Sanctuary 9:30am -3:30pm. This is a parish prayer day.
January 6th, 9:30 – 3:30 p.m. *Epiphany: Going Home a Different Way.
A day-long retreat to orient you as you begin the journey through Epiphany. There will be opportunities
to walk the labyrinth, reflect on scripture, journal and savour quietness. Cost is $25.00 and includes
lunch, register before December 31st by calling or emailing the church office. Please let us know if you
have any food allergies when you register.

Concerts at St. Stephens:

please see bulletin board for more details

Community Voices for World AIDS Day Thurs., Nov 30th 6:30pm Reception 7pm music
It will be an evening of music to raise awareness about HIV and to bring the community together to mark
World AIDS Day. The emcee for this event is Mike Morrison, the man behind Mike’s Bloggity Blog.
Tickets are $25, seniors and students $20 children are free are available at Eventbrite or at the door.

Instrumental Society of Calgary DUO SOLISTASUNDAY,

Dec. 3rd , 2017 3pm

This varied program includes Richard Strauss’ brilliant and fiendishly difficult Violin Sonata. Tickets start at
$20 and can be purchased at the door or by visiting www.instrementalsociety.ca

“Do You Hear What I Hear?

Dec. 3rd at 7:30pm

If you’ve wondered what the Christmas story about baby Jesus is really about and if it has anything
meaningful to say to us today, join local minister Nick Coates and local musician Jesse Peters for “Do You
Hear What I Hear?: a night of hearing the Christmas story in a brand new way with good people and
good music.” Bring a food bank donation or pay what you can to help cover the costs.

Exultate! Rejoice!

Dec. 10th Pre-Concert Talk 7 PM / Concert 7:30 PM

Come and help us celebrate the light that shines in the darkness! Katie Partridge is a member of
Luminous Voices and an early-music specialist. ! Ticket Prices $25 Regular / $20 Senior/Student / Under
18 Free. If you purchase tickets directly from choir members, the regular price applies! purchase online at
Brown Paper Tickets; email tickets@renaissance-singers.com; buy tickets at the door (cash only)

Events around the City: Older LGBT+ Adult Meeting for ages 55+

Nov 29th 3:00pm-5pm.
room 308 at the Kerby Centre. See bulletin board for more info

LAST SUNDAY after PENTECOST:
THE REIGN of CHRIST
(Proper 34)
READINGS
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100 or Psalm 95:1-7a
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46
OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and everlasting God,
you have conferred upon your Son Jesus Christ
sovereignty over every age and nation.
Direct our wills, for his sake,
to care for the least of his sisters and brothers,
that we may live under his gentle and loving rule
and receive the inheritance of your eternal realm.
Grant this through the same Jesus Christ our Saviour
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Almighty God,
you have made us a royal priesthood
in the holy realm of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Make known his loving rule through us, we pray,
that all the world may see his light.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.

YEAR A

LAST SUNDAY after PENTECOST:
THE REIGN of CHRIST
(Proper 34)
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel.
This is what our God says:
I myself will search for my sheep,
and will seek them out.
As shepherds seek out their flocks
when they are among their scattered sheep,
so I will seek out my sheep.
I will rescue them
from all the places to which they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness.
I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries,
and will bring them into their own land;
and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel,
by the watercourses,
and in all the inhabited parts of the land.
I will feed them with good pasture,
and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture;
there they shall lie down in good grazing land,
and they shall feed on rich pasture
on the mountains of Israel.
I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep,
and I will make them lie down, says our God.
I will seek the lost;
I will bring back the strayed,
I will bind up the injured,

YEAR A

LAST SUNDAY after PENTECOST:
THE REIGN of CHRIST
(Proper 34)
I will strengthen the weak,
but the fat and the strong I will destroy.
I will feed them with justice.
This therefore is what our God says to them:
I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep;
because you pushed and shoved with flank and shoulder,
and butted at all the weak animals with your horns
until you scattered them far and wide.
I will save my flock,
and they shall no longer be ravaged;
and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
I will set up over them one shepherd,
my servant David,
and he shall feed them:
he shall feed them and be their shepherd.
I, Yahweh, will be their God,
and my servant David
shall be prince among them.
I, your God, have spoken.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

YEAR A

LAST SUNDAY after PENTECOST:
THE REIGN of CHRIST
(Proper 34)
PSALM 100
Be joyful, all you lands of the earth.
Serve your God with gladness;
and come into God's presence with singing!
Know this: our God is God alone!
God created all there is,
and we ourselves are God's creatures.
We are God's people,
the sheep of God's pasture.
We enter God's gates with thanksgiving,
and God's courts with praise.
We give thanks to God,
and call upon God's name.
For God is good:
God's mercy lasts forever;
God's faithfulness from age to age.

YEAR A

LAST SUNDAY after PENTECOST:
THE REIGN of CHRIST
(Proper 34)
PSALM 95:1-7a
Come, let us sing to our God;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to God with psalms.
For our God is a great God, a great ruler above all gods;
in whose hand are the caverns of the earth,
and the heights of the hills also.
The sea is God’s, having made it,
whose hands also molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,
and kneel before God our Maker.
For such is our God;
and we are the people of God’s pasture;
We are the sheep of God’s hand.
Oh, that today we would hearken to God’s voice!

YEAR A

LAST SUNDAY after PENTECOST:
THE REIGN of CHRIST
(Proper 34)

YEAR A

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians.
I have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
the God of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation to bring
you to a rich knowledge of God.
I pray that God may enlighten the eyes of your heart so that you may
know the hope to which God has called you, the promised riches God’s
saints will inherit, and the immeasurable greatness of God’s power working
is us who believe.
God put this power to work in Christ when God raised him from the
dead and seated him at God’s right hand in the heavenly places, far above
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And God has put
all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things—over
the church, his body, which is the full expression of the One who fills all of
creation.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

LAST SUNDAY after PENTECOST:
THE REIGN of CHRIST
(Proper 34)

YEAR A

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:31-46
The Lord be with you.
And with thy Spirit.
The Holy Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News
of Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations
will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put
the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left.
"Then the One who sits on the throne will say to those at his right
hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the realm prepared
for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.'
"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick, or in prison,
and visited you?' And that One will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you
did it for one of the least of my brothers or sisters, you did it for me.'
"Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed,
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels;
for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me

LAST SUNDAY after PENTECOST:
THE REIGN of CHRIST
(Proper 34)

YEAR A

nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'
"Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not
take care of you?' Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did
not do it for one of the least of my brothers or sisters, you did not do it for
me.' And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life."
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Worship for

The Last Sunday after Pentecost:
The Reign of Christ
November 26, 2017

This Sunday marks the last week in the church calendar. All the qualities we attribute to Christ—saviour,
lord, healer, teacher—we now project into the future as we await the day when the whole world will be a
living reflection of God's love and purpose. Advent, which begins next Sunday, continues this theme.

The HOLY EUCHARIST
with Baptism
The Reverend Brian E Pearson, Presider
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon
Jeffrey Jones, Organist & Music Director

The Gathering of the Community

We gather, greet one another, and prepare for worship.
Prelude: Gloria in Excelsis and Sarabande (Philip Moore)
Welcome and opening announcements
Greeting (the congregation standing)
Great is our God, and greatly to be praised;
There is no end to God's greatness.
One generation shall praise your works to another;
They shall declare your power.
All your works praise you, O God,
And your faithful servants bless you.
Our mouths shall speak the praises of our God;
And all flesh shall bless God's holy name.
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We prepare for
worship by taking a
few quiet moments
to reflect upon the
state of our life and
of our world this
day.

Hymn: Glory to God
Refrain:
Glory to God in the highest,
And peace to God's people on earth.
1.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Refrain.

2.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
Refrain.

3.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Refrain.

Opening Prayer (the congregation remains standing)
Almighty and everlasting God,
you have conferred upon your Son Jesus Christ
sovereignty over every age and nation.
Direct our wills, for his sake,
to care for the least of his sisters and brothers,
that we may live under his gentle and loving rule
and receive the inheritance of your eternal realm.
Grant this through the same Jesus Christ our Saviour
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis,
or "Glory to God",
is one of the
earliest known
Christian hymns,
dating back to the
3rd or 4th century,
CE.

The Opening
Prayer identifies a
theme or themes of
today’s service.

The Proclamation of the Word
We hear again the Christian story
and respond with our prayers and intentions.

First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

read by Gillian Bowles

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 100
Be joyful, all you lands of the earth.
Serve your God with gladness;
and come into God's presence with singing!

A Psalm is a sacred
poem or song from
the Hebrew
scriptures.

Know this: our God is God alone!
God created all there is,
and we ourselves are God's creatures.
We are God's people,
the sheep of God's pasture.
We enter God's gates with thanksgiving,
and God's courts with praise.
We give thanks to God,
and call upon God's name.
For God is good:
God's mercy lasts forever;
God's faithfulness from age to age.
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

read by Gillian Bowles

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn: The King of Glory

blue insert
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The Bible tells the
story of God's
People from
ancient times, and
inspires us as God’s
People today.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46
Prior to the Reading:
God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

We stand for the
Gospel Reading in
special reverence
for the stories of
the life and
teachings of Jesus.

Following the Reading:
The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon

The Celebration of Baptism

We welcome a new member of the Church
as we express, with outward signs of water, oil and light,
God’s love and acceptance of us all.
Presentation and Examination of Candidates
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
The candidate is presented by a sponsor, saying:
We present Vesna to receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism.
The priest addresses the candidate:
Vesna, do you desire to be baptized?
I do.
An individual’s
faith is lived out
within a
community of faith.
Therefore the
community is asked
to receive and to
support its newest
member.

The priest addresses the congregation:
People of God,
will you welcome Vesna
and uphold her in her new life in Christ?
We will.
In baptism God calls us out of darkness
into God’s own marvellous light.
Following Christ means dying to sin
and rising to new life with him.
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Therefore I ask you:
Do you renounce Satan,
the evil powers of this world,
and the sinful desires
that separate you from God and neighbour?
I renounce them.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ,
put your whole trust in his grace and love,
and promise to obey him as your Lord?
I do.
Prayers for the Candidate
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the sacrament of
new birth.
Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Open her hearts to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Send her into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Grant, O God,
that all who are baptized
into the death of Jesus Christ your Son
may live in the power of his resurrection
and look for him to come again in glory;
who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.
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The Christian life is
marked by a daily
turning (or
“conversion”) from
the dark powers
that oppose God
toward Jesus
Christ, the Light of
the World.

Thanksgiving over the Water
The priest pours water into the font and blesses it, saying:
God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We thank you, almighty God,
for the gift of water
that sustains and nourishes all living things.
Blessed be God for ever.
Over water your Holy Spirit moved
in the beginning of creation.
Through water you led your people out of slavery
to freedom in the Promised Land.
In water your Son Jesus was baptized by John
and anointed as the Christ by your Holy Spirit,
leading us from death to new life.
Blessed be God for ever.
We thank you for the water of baptism
by which we share in Christ’s death and resurrection,
through which we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.
We thank you for calling Vesna to new life
through the waters of baptism.
Now sanctify this water
that your servants who are washed in it
may be renewed in your image
to walk in the light of faith
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Saviour;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be all honour and glory.
Blessed be God for ever.
Amen.
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Water figures
prominently in the
story of God’s
people, as
recounted briefly
here.

The Baptismal Covenant

Faith is partly a
matter of belief,
affirming the
community’s
knowledge and
experience of God,
as reflected here in
the words of the
Apostles’ Creed.

Let us join with those
who are committing themselves to Christ
and renew our own baptismal covenant.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in God the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil
and whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
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But even more,
faith is a way of
life, following
Christ in a life that
reflects God’s love;
hence these
affirmations about
how we are to live

Will you proclaim by word and example
the good news of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving your neighbour as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

out our faith.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will with God’s help.
Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation,
and respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth?
I will, with God’s help.
The Baptism
The priest pours water on the candidate, saying:
N, I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The priest makes the sign of the cross on the forehead, saying:
I sign you with the cross,
and mark you as Christ’s own forever.
The priest prays over the newly baptized, saying:
Heavenly Father,
we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit
you have bestowed upon these your servants
the forgiveness of sin,
and have raised them to the new life of grace.
Sustain them O Lord, in your Holy Spirit.
Give them an inquiring and discerning heart,
the courage to will and to persevere,
a spirit to know and to love you,
and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.
Amen.

This ancient ritual
reflects both the
Jewish practice of
purification and
the new
interpretation
given it by the
followers of Jesus,
that is, as a sign of
the new life in
Christ.

The Giving of the Light
Jesus told his
disciples they were
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The priest presents each of the newly baptized with a candle.
Receive the light of Christ,
to show that you have passed from darkness to light.
Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

to be “the light of
the world”, a
commandment
that is recalled
here.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God.
Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection,
and share with us in his eternal priesthood.
Prayers of the People (the congregation standing)

led by Anne Brown

The Peace
God’s peace be always with you.
And also with you.

The Prayers of the
People bring the
concerns of our
hearts to God.
Christians have
‘passed the Peace'
with one another
since biblical times.

The People greet one another with a gesture of friendship.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
We give thanks for Christ’s sacrificial love
by which we are spiritually fed.

Hymn: Christ Is the King

blue insert

Prayer over the Gifts (the congregation standing)
Eternal God,
by your grace you raise us up
and enthrone us with Christ in the heavenly realms.
Receive all we offer you this day,
and lead us in those good works
for which you have created us;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Symbols of our
daily lives are
offered for God’s
blessing—bread
and wine for
communion, and
money for the
ongoing work of
the Church.

Eucharistic Prayer
“Eucharist” comes
from the Greek

God be with you.
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word for
thanksgiving. This
prayer is also
known as the Great
Thanksgiving.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of heaven and earth;
we give you thanks and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
You exalted him as Ruler of all creation
that he might present to you
an eternal realm:
a realm of truth and light,
a realm of holiness and grace,
a realm of justice, love and peace.
Accept our praises, O God,
as we follow the example of your Son
and obey his command:
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper,
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood.
Unite us under his gentle and loving rule
That we, made acceptable in him,
May be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
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At the heart of the
Christian story is
Jesus’ death for our
sake, which is
recounted here.

In the fullness of time,
reconcile all things in Christ
and make them new,
and bring us to that city of light
where your saints sing forever their song of praise:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Our praises join
those of the saints
in heaven who,
even now, are
singing round
God’s throne.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray (saying):
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The “Lord’s Prayer”
is so called because
the Gospels record
Jesus teaching this
prayer to his
disciples.

Breaking of the Bread
God of promise, you prepare a banquet in heaven
for those who love you.
Happy are those who are called
to the supper of the Lamb.
Invitation
The gifts of God for the People of God!
Thanks be to God!
All who love and
serve God are
welcome to come

Communion (please remember to SIP not DIP)
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forward to receive
communion, or to
receive a blessing
in God’s name.

Prayer after Communion (the congregation standing)
Almighty God,
you have made us a royal priesthood
in the holy realm of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Make known his loving rule through us, we pray,
that all the world may see his glory.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.
Doxology
Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

A doxology is a
prayer of praise to
God, in this case, a
final one, drawing
our worship to a
close.

Announcements
Dismissal
Let us bless our God.
Thanks be to God!
Hymn: Rejoice the Lord Is King

blue insert

Postlude: Prelude and Fugue in C (J.S.Bach)

Thank you for sharing in our worship today.
Following the service you are invited to stay
and join us for refreshments.
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Having been fed by
Word and
Sacrament, we are
sent out into the
world to be
witnesses of God’s
love.
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