1121 – 14 Ave. SW Calgary, AB T2R 0P3
Phone: 403-244-4879
Fax: 403-244-8120
Email: administrator@ststephenscalgary.org
Office hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

St. Stephen’s Social Media:
@ststephenyyc

St Stephen’s Anglican Church Calgary

Clergy

The Reverend Brian E Pearson, Rector ----- -rector@ststephenscalgary.org 403 244-4879. x3
The Revered Charmaine Evans, Program Co-ordinator------------------------------ 403-244-4879 x4
The Venerable Barry Foster, Honorary Assistant-------------------------------------- 403 244-4879
The Reverend Cathy Fulton, Honorary Assistant---------------------------------------- 403 244-4879

Staff
Jeffrey Jones, Music Director------------------------music@ststephenscalgary.org
Lynn McKeown, Parish Admin ------------administrator@ststephenscalgary.org
Beverley Senko, Admin. Assist---------------adminassist@ststephenscalgary.org
Kathleen Howes, Excellent Adventure---------------------------kehowes@shaw.ca
Beverley Senko, Nursery ---------------------adminassist@ststephenscalgary.org
Leila Quinones, Nursery -------------------------------------------------------------------Eduardo Rodriguez, Caretaker------------------------------------------------------------Anneliese De Bruijn, Verger----------------------------------------------------------------

403-275-6811
403-244-4879 x2
403-244-4879 x5
403-287-1447
403-244-4879
403-244-4879
403-244-4879
403-875-5548

Parish Council
Anne Brown, Incumbent’s Warden----------------------brown.annej@gmail.com 403-244-4879
Cameron Bush, Deputy Incumbent’s Warden------------------cmbush@shaw.ca 403-244-4879
Todd Hirsch, People’s Warden--------------------------------------thirsch@atb.com 403-244-4879
Jack Walker, Treasurer----------------------------------jwalker@leedefinancial.com 403-531-6821
Pat Cochrane, Chair of Parish Council---------------patricia-cochrane@telus.net 403-244-4879
Evelyn Jain, Parish Council---------------------------------------evelynjain@shaw.ca 403-244-4879
Jim & Katie Harris, Parish Council-----------------------------jk@drive15.plus.com 403-244-4879
James Galts-Goldsmith &
Irene Dypvik-Galts, Parish Council------------------------galtsgoldsmith@shaw.ca 403-244-4879
Pam Miller, Parish Council------------------------------------pam.e.miller@shaw.ca 403-244-4879
Linda Roach, Parish Council-------------------------------------------lroach@shaw.ca 403-244-4879
Gillian Bowles, Parish Council------------------------bowles.gillian28@gmail.com 403-244-4879

Twenty-Third Sunday
after Pentecost
November 12, 2017

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Excellent Adventure and Nursery available 10:30 a.m.
Rector
The Reverend Brian E Pearson
Program Co-ordinator
The Reverend Charmaine Evans
Honorary Assistants
The Venerable Barry Foster
The Reverend Cathy Fulton
Music Director
Jeffrey Jones

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Sunday Worship, November 12, 2017
8:00am service- Book of Common Prayer (starting page 67)

10:30am service- Bulletin

Preaching & Presiding: The Reverend Brian E Pearson
Assisting: The Reverend Charmaine Evans
Organist & Music Director: Jeffrey Jones

Lectionary Readings
This week:
Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-20
Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Next week: Nov 19
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm 90:1-8, 12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 5:1-12

The Prayers of the People
The Anglican Cycle of Prayer
We pray for the Church in Ughelli, Bendel, Nigeria, The Right Reverend Cyril Odutemu; for Justin, The
Archbishop of Canterbury; Fred, our Primate; Greg our Metropolitan Archbishop & Diocesan Bishop,
Sidney, the Suffragan Bishop for Treaty 7 Territory.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
We pray for Christ Church, Millarville, St. James, Priddis, St. George, Turner Valley, The Reverend Alan
Getty, The Reverend Gordon Pontifex and for the Diocesan Management Committee; in our Companion
Diocese of the Windward Islands we pray for St. Paul, Calliaqua with St. John, Belair on St. Vincent, The
Reverend Canon Ashton Francis, their clergy and the people of the parishes.

St. Stephen’s Parish Cycle of Prayer
Jamie and Monica Palidwar and their children Mila and Sabina · Bernice Pilling · Sonia Pooran·
Michael and Janet Powers · Hazel Preece · Joan Preece.

For Those in Need
Benita · Jean and family · Heather · Maureen and family · Sean ·
Michael and family · Calvin.

Flowers
Flowers are dedicated today to the Glory of God
by Carolyn Donnan in memory of her father George Donnan
and in honour and thanksgiving for all Veterans.

November 12, 2017:
Stewardship Moment: John Brownlee
Tech: Francis Byron
Reader: Maureen Jones
Litianist: Brigid Stewart
Communion Assistants: Neil Thompson · Heather Dumka
Sidespersons: Ian King · Marilyn Nettleton · John Gilchrist · Craig Melton
Chancel Guild: Janet Powers · Heather Campbell
Sacramental Bread: Dariel Bateman ∙ Jean Ludlam
Coffee Hosts: Grace Walker · Sarika Crowe
Excellent Adventure with Kathleen Howes in the Creation Space
Nursery Care with Beverley Senko and volunteer, is in the Canterbury Room

This Week at St. Stephen’s
This week we welcome Emmanuel and Athanasie Gatera, from Rwanda, into our
midst, having already welcomed them into our hearts. Emmanuel has been
studying long-distance through St. Stephen’s College, U of A, in Edmonton, and he
and his wife Athanasie have come for Emmanuel’s Convocation, where he is
receiving his Doctor of Ministry degree.
When we first met Emmanuel, almost twenty years ago, he was a promising
student at the University of Kampala in Uganda, referred to us by the World
Mission Department of our national office. We corresponded with Emmanuel
through his studies, to his eventual ordination to the priesthood, then while he
was given the prestigious position of general secretary of the Anglican
Archdiocese of Rwanda while at the same time building a new congregation in his home city of Kigali.
Both Emmanuel and Athanasie lost family members to the Rwandan Genocide of 1994, one hundred days
of unspeakable atrocities that took the lives of almost one million Tutsis and that scarred the nation
forever. But Emmanuel and Athanasie chose hope over despair and today they are working to heal the
wounds of the genocide through YEGO-Rwanda, a not-for-profit organization they founded to provide
necessities of life, counselling, and support for Genocide survivors, their children, and Rwanda’s many
orphans.
We will hear their story and learn of their
work. But mainly we will celebrate with
them their enormous achievement of
bringing light into the darkness. You can
support their work through
www.yegorwanda.net or through our own
Outreach-Beyond Fund.

BE REAL, BELONG, BELIEVE IT

November 12, 2017

Welcome! If you are searching for a place to belong, a warm welcome to you.
So we can welcome you and answer any questions you may have please look for our on Duty Warden who
will be wearing a big “Ask Me” button. Questions? Our Verger is Anneliese
Blue Envelopes this month go to The Rector’s Discretionary Fund, which is used for direct outreach,
providing food or other support to people at the door, and other needs at the
discretion of The Rector.
Thank You to the generous St Stephen’s parishioners who contributed a sewing
machine and supplies to the Syrian tailor, Bilal. Joanne Snyder

Last Chance - Calling all seekers, doubters, and those who are just plain curious about the ways
of the Christian faith. In a congregation like St. Stephen’s, there is always room for one more! It started
Tuesday, October 10, at 7:30 pm -9pm join us for a six-week Inquirers’ Group. We will explore all your
questions—everything from Anglicanism and the divorce of a king, to salvation by faith, to the magical
number three. The only prerequisite is … NOT knowing! Please enter through the Chapel doors.

*****

Stewardship 2017-18: Planning for the Future
2 Corinthians 9:11
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
It comes as a surprise to some that an organization like a church relies entirely on individual financial
donations, and not on financial support from governments. Additionally, many of the activities and
ministries are done by volunteers, not paid staff. St. Stephen’s is no different. Thank you for all that you
given this year with your time, talent, and treasure. St. Stephens can do what it does because of you!
Did you know? The Benefits of Donating to St. Stephens’ Through the United Way
Does the company you work for have an annual fall United Way (UW) campaign whereby your company
matches the employees’ contribution to the UW? If so, you can make your annual givings to St. Stephens’
through your company’s UW program. By identifying St. Stephens as one of the designated charities of
your UW donation, your donation flow directly to St. Stephens’, and the UW benefits by your company’s
match of your donation, which flows to the UW. As an added bonus, you can use your credit card to
make your UW donation, allowing you to accumulate valuable loyalty reward points from your credit
card. If you plan to take this approach for your St. Stephens’ givings please note such on your St.
Stephens Stewardship Pledge card, which will be sent out in the next couple of weeks and are due back on
Nov 26th. Please see Tim Crowe for more details (403-606-1159 or chinookpuelche@yahoo.ca).

Women of Wisdom Celebration luncheon and meeting
Calling all women to celebrate.

Where: Creation Space St Stephens
When: 26 November 2017
Time 12.15pm
IMPORTANT: please RSVP: call the church office 403 244 4879 ext 4 to ensure an adequate lunch.

Backpacks for Mustard Seed

Ryan Miller is planning a service project for his Chief Scout’s Award. He will be reviving the
backpack program for the Mustard Seed, and expanding it to include donations from his school
and Scout Troop. Donations could include thermal socks, underwear, gloves and toques, $5-$10
gift cards (coffee, movies, food), hygiene items (toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo
and conditioner, deodorant, disposable razors etc.), a small candy treat or an inexpensive watch,
and will be collected during the months of October and November. Money donations are also
appreciated and will be used to purchase missing items.
For more information, please contact Ryan Miller at 403-532-2811.

Newcomer Support Team Update

November 2017

NesT volunteers continue to work with the Al Jbawi family on such things as in- home
visits for language/homework support and other fun activities, outings for appointments,
financial mentoring, liaising with schools, and interpreting/navigating administrative
paperwork. The family is already becoming more independent as they gain practical
knowledge of life in Calgary and can do more things for themselves, but they remain very
open to visits and continuing to make connections. They have also found many new friends in the Arabicspeaking community.
Highlights:
- continued success in English classes for the adults. Kholoud is often at the top of her class on tests.
- being welcomed for a halal Thanksgiving dinner with the Hart family
- hosting a potluck dinner with NeST friends to celebrate Khalil’s birthday
- an afternoon meet and greet to meet more St. Stephen’s NeST volunteers
- an invitation to dinner with members of the Cathedral
- for the kids: a high school trip to overnight camp in Kananaskis; a Grade 1 class field trip to Fish Creek
Park; the boys’ continued participation in Soccer Without Boundaries (indoor gym); a volunteer-run
language club for the girls at their community school.
Looking forward:
Khalil and Kholoud will have some time off from their classes between terms in mid-November. Khalil is
actively seeking opportunities to volunteer in the community where he can practice his English. He is
especially interested in woodworking/carpentry opportunities. Please contact either Rick Coller or
Jennifer (theclines@shaw.ca) if you have a project either in that time frame or evenings/weekends the
rest of the year. We also hope to show the whole family the fun side of Canadian winter – stay tuned for
tobogganing, etc. on Lotsa Helping Hands if you are a NeST volunteer!

Future Labyrinth Event: Dec 9, 2017 Advent
Labyrinth Walking Day in the Sanctuary 9:30am 3:30pm. This is a parish prayer day.

Events and Concerts here at St. Stephen’s:

See bulletin board for more information

A Prayer of Remembrance
‘GREEN BANANAS’
November 12, 2017 3pm
IL Sono Men’s Vocal Ensemble returns on November 12th to present a concert of choral
music in honour of those who have fought and died to give us the freedoms we enjoy!
Remembrance Day is about cherishing peace with hope, gratitude, and reflection. Join us
as we present some of the most loved repertoire for male-voiced ensemble.
Join IL Sono, under the direction of Krishan Power, as part of your Remembrance
commemoration this year. Tickets $20 will be available at the door.

An invite from The Girl Guides who meet here every week

LITTLE FISH BELLY DANCE COMPANY
Saturday, November 19, 2017
Doors Open at 7pm – Show at 7:30pm
The Little Fish Belly Dance Company will be performing their annual Outside The Bowl II
show on November 19th. The show features a mixture of traditional belly dance with a
variety of other dance styles and concepts. All proceeds from ticket sales will be donated
to Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse (CCASA). Tickets are available at Son of the
Pharaoh at 1512 17th Avenue SW. (403.265.5152) Advance tickets are $15 or $20 at the
door

CLASSICAL GUITAR SOCIETY
Sylvain Bergeron, Classical Lutenist
Friday, November 24, 8pm
Described as “a supremely refined, elegant, cerebral musician” (Ottawa Citizen),
Sylvain Bergeron is a master of the lute and plucked strings family of instruments
including theorbo, archlute and baroque guitar. He is in high demand on the North
American music scene as a soloist and continuo player. Wholenote Magazine
declared, “Sylvain Bergeron is a brilliant musician who weaves an unforgettable aural
tapestry.” Bergeron is the co-founder and co- artistic director of La Nef and has been
at the helm of many of the Montréal-based ensemble’s award-winning presentations,
including Joan the Mad, Perceval, and Montségur.
Join the Calgary classical Guitar society for this exciting presentation. Tickets $30, $25 for Seniors, $20 for
students and can be purchased at www.classicalguitarsocietyofcalgary.com or at the door.

The FOX BIG BAND CONCERT
Saturday, November 25, 7:30pm
Join us on Saturday, November 25th for great Jazz from the Fox Big Band. Sometimes it roars, sometimes it
purrs. Fox Band is a Calgary based large jazz ensemble. Even if you are not a diehard jazz lover, you will
probably like our style of music and will find it to be accessible and very listenable. The inspiration behind
our band is very simple: We make music that sounds good to us, and it does seem to sound good to a lot
of people! We feature a singer and superb jazz soloists. Originally formed by Doug Fox and musician
friends, the band has been around since the early 80’s. Doug had a long career in Calgary as a professional
trumpeter, bassist, bandleader, composer and arranger. The band is now led by Brandon Oberhamer, a
Calgary saxophonist, recording artist and music educator. Join us for a lively evening of big band music.
Tickets are $20 and are available at the door.

Events around the City
Creating Dementia-Friendly Congregations
Saturday, November 25
How can our places of worship be welcoming, safe and spiritually-fulfilling for those who
have cognitive impairments such as dementia or Alzheimer's? For many of us, we are aware
of the need to respond but aren't sure what that means or how it looks. To help us learn
about and implement simple yet powerful ways for our churches to become "friendly" places, please
come to a morning learning workshop led by gerontological nurse specialist Mollie Cole, RN. This event is
free of charge and will be from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Saturday, November 25, at Knox Presbyterian
Church (St. Martin Anglican Church), 3704 - 37th Street SW, Calgary. All are welcome, and a special
invitation is extended to clergy and other congregational leaders. To learn more and to RSVP (by
November 20), please contact the Rev. Natasha Brubaker at (403) 249-3014 or at
natasha.stmartins@telus.net.

IL SONO MEN’S VOCAL ENSEMBLE
A Prayer of Remembrance
November 12, 2017
3pm
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
IL Sono Men’s Vocal Ensemble returns on November 12 th to
present a concert of choral music in honour of those who have
fought and died to give us the freedoms we enjoy!
Remembrance Day is about cherishing peace with hope,
gratitude, and reflection. Join us as we present some of the most
loved repertoire for male-voiced ensemble.
Join IL Sono, under the direction of Krishan Power, as part of
your Remembrance commemoration this year. Tickets $20 will
be available at the door.

LITTLE FISH BELLY DANCE COMPANY
Saturday, November 19, 2017
Doors Open at 7pm – Show at 7:30pm
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
The Little Fish Belly Dance Company will be performing their
annual Outside The Bowl II show on November 19th. The show
features a mixture of traditional belly dance with a variety of
other dance styles and concepts. All proceeds from ticket sales
will be donated to Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse
(CCASA). Tickets are available at Son of the Pharaoh at 1512 17th
Avenue SW. (403.265.5152) Advance tickets are $15 or $20 at the
door.

CLASSICAL GUITAR SOCIETY
Sylvain Bergeron, Classical Lutenist
Friday, November 24, 2017
8pm
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Described as “a supremely refined, elegant, cerebral musician”
(Ottawa Citizen), Sylvain Bergeron is a master of the lute and
plucked strings family of instruments including theorbo, archlute

and baroque guitar. He is in high demand on the North American music scene as a soloist and
continuo player. Wholenote Magazine declared, “Sylvain Bergeron is a brilliant musician who
weaves an unforgettable aural tapestry.” Bergeron is the co-founder and co- artistic director of
La Nef and has been at the helm of many of the Montréal-based ensemble’s award-winning
presentations, including Joan the Mad, Perceval, and Montségur.
Sylvain Bergeron teaches lute, baroque guitar, theorbo and continuo at McGill University and
the University of Montréal. He has given numerous lectures, workshops, and master classes,
and has participated on several music competition juries. As a specialist in early plucked
instruments, he is often consulted for various recording and publishing projects. Join the
Calgary classical Guitar society for this exciting presentation. Tickets $30, $25 for Seniors, $20
for students and can be purchased at www.classicalguitarsocietyofcalgary.com or at the door.

The FOX BIG BAND CONCERT
Saturday, November 25, 2017
7:30pm
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Join us on Saturday, November 25th for great Jazz from the Fox Big
Band. Sometimes it roars, sometimes it purrs. Fox Band is a Calgary
based large jazz ensemble. Even if you are not a diehard jazz lover, you will probably like our
style of music and will find it to be accessible and very listenable. The inspiration behind our
band is very simple: We make music that sounds good to us, and it does seem to sound good to
a lot of people! We feature a singer and superb jazz soloists. Originally formed by Doug Fox and
musician friends, the band has been around since the early 80’s. Doug had a long career in
Calgary as a professional trumpeter, bassist, bandleader, composer and arranger. The band is
now led by Brandon Oberhamer, a Calgary saxophonist, recording artist and music educator.
Join us for a lively evening of big band music. Tickets are $20 and are available at the door.

PROPER 32

YEAR A

READINGS
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-20
Psalm 78:1-7
Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13
OPENING PRAYER
Brighten your people, O God,
with the promise of your realm
and waken our hearts to its light,
that when it comes at an unexpected hour
you may find us ready to enter the feast
and share in your glory;
through Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Living God,
in this Eucharist you fill us with new hope.
May the power of your love,
which we have known in word and sacrament,
continue your saving work among us,
and bring us to the joy you promise.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PROPER 32

YEAR A

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
A Reading from the Book of Joshua.
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and
they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people,
‘Thus says our God, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and
his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other
gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him
through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. I gave him
Isaac.
‘Now therefore revere your God, and serve God in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River
and in Egypt, and serve your God. Now if you are unwilling to serve your
God, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve our God.’
Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake
our God to serve other gods; for it is God, our God, who brought us and our
ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who
did those great signs in our sight. God protected us along all the way that we
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and drove out
before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we
also will serve God, our God.’
But Joshua said to the people, ‘You cannot serve God, for our God is a
holy God, a jealous God, who will not forgive your transgressions or your
sins. If you forsake our God and serve foreign gods, then God will turn and
do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.’
But the people said to Joshua, ‘No, we will serve our God!’ Then
Joshua said to the people, ‘You are witnesses against yourselves that you

PROPER 32

YEAR A

have chosen your God, to serve your God.’ And they said, ‘We are
witnesses.’ He said, ‘Then put away the foreign gods that are among you,
and incline your hearts to your God, the God of Israel.’ The people said to
Joshua, ‘Our God we will serve, and our God we will obey.’ So Joshua made a
covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for
them at Shechem.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

PROPER 32
PSALM 78:1-7
Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a parable;
I will utter dark sayings from of old,
things that we have heard and known,
that our ancestors have told us.
We will not hide them from their children;
we will tell to the coming generation
the glorious deeds of our God, and God’s might,
and the wonders that God has done.
Our God established a decree in Jacob,
and appointed a law in Israel,
which God commanded our ancestors
to teach to their children;
that the next generation might know them,
the children yet unborn,
and rise up and tell them to their children,
so that they should set their hope in God,
and not forget the works of their God,
but keep God’s commandments.

YEAR A

PROPER 32

YEAR A

FIRST READING: Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-20
A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon.
Wisdom is radiant and unfading:
she is easily discerned by those who love her,
and she is found by those who seek her.
She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her.
The one who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty,
for she will be found sitting at the gate.
To fix one’s thought on her is to obtain perfect understanding,
and the one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care;
because she goes about seeking those worthy of her,
graciously appearing to them in their paths,
and meeting them in their every thought.
The beginning of wisdom is sincerely to desire instruction;
concern for instruction is to love her;
to love her is to keep her laws,
to give heed to her laws is to be assured of immortality,
and immortality brings one near to God:
so the desire for wisdom leads to true sovereignty.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

PROPER 32
PSALM 70
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me.
O God, make haste to help me!
Let those who seek my life
be put to shame and confusion.
Let those who desire to hurt me
be turned back and dishonoured in their intentions.
Let those who say, ‘Aha, Aha!’
turn around, bowed in shame.
Let all who seek you
rejoice and be glad in you.
Let those who love your salvation
say evermore, ‘God is great!’
But as for me, I am poor and needy;
hasten to me, O God!
You are my help and my deliverer;
O God, do not delay!

YEAR A

PROPER 32

YEAR A

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians.
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no
hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.
For this we declare to you by the word of God, that we who are alive,
who are left until God’s coming, will by no means precede those who have
died. For God will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the
archangel's call and with the sound of a trumpet, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds
together with them to meet God in the air; and so we will be with our God
forever.
Therefore encourage one another with these words.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

PROPER 32

YEAR A

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:1-13
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News
of Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "Heaven’s realm will come like this:
"Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept.
"But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got
up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied,
'No! There will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' But while they went to buy
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.
"Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open
to us.' But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.'
"Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour."
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Worship for
the TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY
after PENTECOST
November 12, 2017

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Reverend Brian E. Pearson, Presider and Preacher
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Assisting
Jeff Jones, Organist & Music Director

The Gathering of the Community
We gather, greet one another, and prepare for worship.
We prepare for
worship by taking a
few quiet moments
to reflect upon the
state of our life and
that of the world
this day.

Prelude: Introduction (Christopher Tambling)
Welcome and Opening Announcements
Stewardship Moment:
Greeting (All standing)
We are the people of God;
God is with us always.
In our wandering and in our homecoming;
God is with us always.
In times of plenty and in times of want;
God is with us always.
In our life and in our death;
God is with us always.
Jesus Christ—the same, yesterday, today and forever.
God is with us always.
Hymn: This Day God Gives Me
Opening Prayer (the congregation remains standing)
Brighten your people, O God,
with the promise of your realm
and waken our hearts to its light,

blue insert
The Opening
Prayer identifies a
theme or themes
heard in today’s
service.

1

that when it comes at an unexpected hour
you may find us ready to enter the feast
and share in your glory;
through Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word

We hear again the Christian story
and respond with our prayers and intentions.
First Reading: Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-20

read by Maureen Jones

Following the reading:
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 70
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me.
O God, make haste to help me!
Let those who seek my life
be put to shame and confusion.
Let those who desire to hurt me
be turned back and dishonoured in their intentions.
Let those who say, ‘Aha, Aha!’
turn around, bowed in shame.
Let all who seek you
rejoice and be glad in you.
Let those who love your salvation
say evermore, ‘God is great!’
But as for me, I am poor and needy;
hasten to me, O God!
You are my help and my deliverer;
O God, do not delay!

2

The First Reading
and Psalm are
taken from the
Hebrew Scriptures,
the "Old
Testament".

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

read by Maureen Jones

Following the reading:
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn: Take This Moment

The Second
Reading is from the
early Christian
writings, the "New
Testament".

blue insert

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:1-13
Prior to the Reading:
God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

We stand for the
Gospel Reading in
special reverence
for the accounts of
the life and
teachings of Jesus.

Following the Reading:
The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Interview with Emmanuel and Athanasie Gatera
We affirm the core
beliefs of the
Christian faith.

Affirmation of Faith (the congregation stands)
Let us declare our faith in God, saying:
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
filling us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Prayers of the People

led by Brigid Stewart

The Prayers of the
People place the
concerns of our
hearts before God:
for the world, for
the Church, and for
those in need.
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The Passing of the
Peace reminds us
of Jesus’ command
to love one another
as he has loved us.

The Peace (the congregation standing)
Jesus said to his disciples,
“Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give to you.”
The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
The People greet one another with a gesture of peace.

The Celebration of the Eucharist

We give thanks for Christ’s presence in our midst
by which we are spiritually fed.
Hymn: Sing Hosanna
Prayer over the Gifts
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“Eucharist” is the
Greek word for
thanksgiving.

O God, the giver of life,
receive all we offer you this day.
Let the Spirit you bestow on your Church
continue to work in the world
through the hearts of all who believe.
We ask this in the name of our risen Saviour.
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to our God.
Let us give thanks to the God of our salvation.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right that we should praise you,
gracious God,
for you created all things;
you formed us in your own image.
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We recount how
God has been with
us through the
ages.

When we turned away from you
you did not cease to care for us,
but opened a path of salvation for all people.
You made a covenant with Israel,
and through your servants Abraham and Sarah
gave the promise of a blessing to all nations.
Through Moses you led your people out of slavery
to freedom in the promised land;
through the prophets
you renewed your promise of salvation.
Accept our praises, O God, in our own time,
as we follow the example of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and obey his command:
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

We proclaim God’s
presence with us
now as we
celebrate the death
and resurrection of
Jesus as living signs
of God’s abiding
love.

In the same way, after supper,
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to his disciples, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our offering of thanks and praise.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, and upon these gifts,
that all who eat and drink at this table
may be one body and one holy people,
a living witness to Jesus Christ, our Lord.
So now we join our voices
with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
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who proclaim the glory of your name,
forever praising you and singing:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Through our
prayers we are
united with those
who have gone
before us who,
even now, continue
to praise God in
heaven as we
praise God here on
earth.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.
Amen.

The “Lord’s Prayer”
is so called because
the Gospels record
Jesus teaching this
prayer to his
disciples.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
We, being many, are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.
Invitation
The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God!
Communion
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(please remember to SIP not DIP)

All who love and
serve God are
welcome to come
forward to receive
communion, or to
receive a blessing
in God’s name.

Prayer after Communion
Living God,
in this Eucharist you fill us with new hope.
May the power of your love,
which we have known in word and sacrament,
continue your saving work among us,
and bring us to the joy you promise.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A doxology is a
prayer of praise, in
this case a final
one, drawing our
worship to a close.

Doxology
Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Announcements

Having been fed by
Word and
Sacrament, we are
sent out into the
world to be
witnesses of God’s
love

Dismissal
Let us go forth into the world,
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Thanks be to God!
Hymn: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Postlude: Trompette (Richard Proulx)

Thank you for sharing in our worship today.
Following the service you are invited to stay
and join us for refreshments.
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