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Holy Cross Day
September 17, 2017

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
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Rector
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Honorary Assistants
The Venerable Barry Foster
The Reverend Cathy Fulton
Music Director
Jeffrey Jones

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Sunday Worship, September 17, 2017
8:00am service- Book of Common Prayer (starting page 67)

10:30am service- Bulletin

Preaching & Presiding: The Reverend Brian E Pearson
Organist & Music Director: Jeffrey Jones

Lectionary Readings
This week:
Numbers 21:4b-9
Psalm 98:1-6
1 Corinthians 1:18-24
John 3:13-17

Next week: Sept 24
Jonah 3:10-4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

The Prayers of the People
The Anglican Cycle of Prayer
We pray for The Church in Sodor & Man ,York, England, The Right Reverend Robert Paterson; for Justin,
The Archbishop of Canterbury; Fred, our Primate; Greg our Metropolitan Archbishop & Diocesan Bishop,
Sidney, the Suffragan Bishop for Treaty 7 Territory.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
We pray for St. Augustine, Lethbridge, The Reverend Canon James Robinson, The Reverend Allan
McCuaig, for the University Chaplaincies, The Reverend Dr. Roy Darcus, The Reverend Canon Erin Phillips
and our local post-secondary institutions; in our Companion Diocese of the Windward Islands we pray for
St. Paul, Mesopotamia with St. Matthias and St. Joseph on St. Vincent, The Reverend Canon Ashton
Francis, their clergy and the people of the parishes.

St. Stephen’s Parish Cycle of Prayer
Karen Kendall and Aaron Grimeau and their children Eden and Isaac · Tony and Maureen Kendall ·
Madeleine King and Bob Taylor · Ian and Maureen King and their children Michael and Janine ·
Pat and Russ Kirby · Andrew and Brenda Kolodziejczyk.

For Those in Need
Joan· Jill · Rose Mary · John · Sandra · Lorna · Heather H. · Calvin.

For the Departed
Dana Turnbull

Flowers

Flowers are dedicated today to the Glory of God
by Peter and Marilyn Nettleton in thanksgiving for 53 years of marriage.

September 17, 2017:
Reader: Lorraine Anderson
Litianist: Blake Kanewischer
Communion Assistants: Maureen Jones · Neil Thompson · Heather Dumka
Sidespersons: Nik Binder · John Gilchrist · Russ Kirby · Pat Kirby
Chancel Guild: Pat Kirby · Heather Campbell
Sacramental Bread: Dariel Bateman ∙ Jean Ludlam
Coffee Hosts: Pat Kirby and volunteers
Excellent Adventure with Kathleen Howes in the Creation Space
Nursery Care with Beverley Senko and volunteer, is in the Canterbury Room

This Week at St. Stephen’s
It has been a while since we have posted any updates
about same-sex blessings and marriage in our diocese.
While such pastoral services are being offered to
couples elsewhere across Canada, especially in urban
centres, our bishop and archbishop Greg Kerr-Wilson
has opted for ongoing study and conversation instead—
a frustrating tack to those who feel strongly that the
time for talk has passed.
A year ago we had the opportunity—and great
privilege—of hosting and blessing a Queer marriage
(between a woman and her transgendered partner). A marriage commissioner oversaw the legal
ceremony while six clergy of the diocese rose to offer the church’s blessing, against the wishes of the
bishop. Predictably, the six were threatened with disciplinary action, but a local lay movement rose up to
ensure there would be ongoing progress.
Meanwhile a series of diocesan conversations—called “Generous Listening”—was held from January to
June, with visiting scholars representing different perspectives on this issue. The process was not
intended to facilitate decision-making and ended prematurely and inconclusively.
A meeting of diocesan synod has been called for
October 13-14, the first such meeting in four years,
and the lay movement has put forward a motion
calling for the freedom of clergy and congregations
to act according to their consciences on this matter.
Two weeks ago members of St. Stephen’s marched
in the Calgary Pride Parade under a banner that
read: “Working toward marriage equality for
EVERYONE”. Sadly, we felt it was the most we could
say.

BE REAL, BELONG, BELIEVE IT
Welcome!

September 17, 2017

If you are searching for a place to belong, a warm welcome to you.

So we can welcome you and answer any questions you may have please look for our on Duty Warden who
will be wearing a big “Ask Me” button. Questions? Our Verger is Anneliese

We welcome into Christ’s Flock today
Rosa Christina Broadhurst
daughter of
Giovanna Mangone & Grant Broadhusrt

Austin Shawn McCrea
son of
Alicea and Shawn McCrea

Clara Lily Davis Theaker
daughter of
Elizabeth Duerkop & Adam Theaker

**************
Calling all readers, and everyone else who’s interested in discussing a community kitchen
project . . . today after the 10:30 service.
Thank you to everyone who read The Stop over the last couple of months.
Please come to discuss the book and whether it provides an inspiration for us here at St. Stephen’s. All
are welcome, even if you haven’t read the book. I’ve put together a collection of articles - in hard copy on
the table in the Narthex and in a PDF in the newsletter – that you may like to peruse before the
discussion. In keeping with the theme, a light, nutritious lunch will be served. Anne Brown

Blue Envelopes this month go to (MACG), The Metro Alliance for the Common Good Calgary’s faith

communities, labour unions, social enterprise and community organizations working together to make
our city better. For more info on MACG there are brochures on the table in the Narthex.

Ministry Times
Meditation Tuesday at 6pm.
Bible Study in the creation space Thursday mornings at 10pm.
The Company of Men second Saturday mornings of each month 8:30-10:00pm
Pick up a St. Stephen’s Spiritual Menu (yellow) on the table in the Narthex for more ministries.

Midtown Mosaic 12th Annual Fine Art Show and Sale
Fri. Sept 29th & Sat. Sept 30 th, 2017
Join us as we host our 12th Annual Midtown Mosaic. This is a premier art show and
sale featuring juried works and items from local artists and craftspeople. Once
again on the Friday evening from 6 – 9:30pm the Art show and sale will feature 20 +
artists in attendance, along with live music, a wine & cheese reception and a silent
auction. On Saturday from 10 am – 3 pm, the Art show and sale with artists in
attendance will continue along with children’s activities. A Deli lunch will be
available at our Midtown Café. Free parking will be available at Connaught School
or Street parking around St. Stephen’s. We will need volunteers to assist with the Friday evening
reception, the Silent auction, setup and takedown as well as the luncheon on Saturday. There is a signup
sheet in the Narthex or for more information please contact Ginny Binder at gbinder39@gmail.com
LIVING THE QUESTIONS: Do you have questions about the Christian faith, about the Anglican
Church, or about any aspect of the spiritual life? Are you thinking about being Baptized,
Confirmed, Affirming your Faith, or being Received into the Anglican Church of Canada?
Speak to the Rector who will be starting an Adult Inquirers’ Group in September.

MEMORIAL FUNDS CREATE LIFE-GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
Whenever we receive undesignated donations in memory of loved ones we
deposit them in our Memorial Fund, gather them over the years, and then use
them on projects relating to our worship life.
The Chancel Guild has decided it is time to replace all the (old and tattered) altar
hangings in the chapel with (newer and more modern) hangings, and have asked
to use the Memorial Fund for this purpose—an entirely appropriate request. The
project will cost approximately $4000, against a current balance of $1500 in the Fund.
Might you consider making a gift to the Memorial Fund in memory of a loved one, and helping this project
come to life? Gifts can be made to "St. Stephen’s Church" with the memorial noted as a Memo.
Thank you!

Inn from the Colds Annual General Meeting
On the table in the Narthex there are invitations for their meeting on Tuesday, Sept
19th from 5-7pm here at St. Stephen’s. If you are interested please pick one up.
Greetings All
I (Joanne Snyder) have a Syrian student Bilal who is an excellent tailor…. One problem he needs a
decent sewing machine! If anyone has a sewing machine they do not use Bilal would be so happy
to receive a one!! Thanks Joanne. Contact at jsnyder7@shaw.ca

St. Edmund’s Anglican Church Today our food bank was nearly overwhelmed with requests – we

supplied emergency hampers for over 30 people in 3 short hours this morning, so are needing donations.
Please see bulletin board for more details and take home if you would like to help with donations.

Hello all.
Our food bank is open from 9 till noon on Mondays & Thursdays and volunteers are able to accept
donations during that time. If you need to make arrangements for a delivery outside of those hours
please contact me via email or call the Food Bank at 403-288-6330 and leave a message.
Presently our most urgent needs are for food items suitable for school lunches and snacks. For Example:
granola bars, fruit cups, fruit snacks, juice boxes, breakfast/dessert type bars such as pop tarts, rice krispie
squares, etc – anything small and non-perishable for in lunch kits (peanut free if possible). As we do have
a refrigerator and a freezer we can also accept items such as cheese strings, cheese slices, etc (items with
extended expiry dates please) – PLEASE inform the volunteers when you drop off if you have items that
require refrigeration or freezing. See bulletin board for more details.

Easy Faith Journaling Saturday, September 30
Come for a day of Easy Faith Journaling on Saturday, September 30, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at St.
Edmund (8340 - 34 Ave. NW). This event is open to all women of the Diocese and is a free event,
sponsored by the Diocesan ACW Board. Please RSVP by September 15 to dhnlouka@hotmail.com. Bring
your Bible, a journal, and any items (stamps, paint, stickers) to creatively illustrate your faith. As well,
please bring a bag lunch. Tea and coffee will be provided

Worship for

HOLY CROSS DAY
September 17, 2017
Following the conversion of the Roman Emperor Constantine the Great early in the 4th Century CE, his mother Helena
undertook to uncover those places that had special significance for Christians, most of which had been destroyed
during the Roman persecution of the church and replaced by Roman shrines. Among these was the site in Jerusalem
where Jesus was believed to have been crucified and buried. There she erected a massive shrine known to this day as
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. It was consecrated on September 14, 335—a date the church then set aside in
perpetuity for Christian celebration. The veneration of this holy site helped establish the cross as the central symbol of
the Christian church, as is reflected in today’s observance (which we have translated from September 14 to the nearest
Sunday), known traditionally as the Feast of the Exultation of the Holy Cross.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
with BAPTISM
The Reverend Brian E. Pearson, Presider and Preacher
Jeffrey Jones, Music Director

The Gathering of the Community

We gather, greet one another, and prepare for worship.
Prelude: Chorale Prelude ‘Straf Mich Nicht In Deinem Zorn’ (G.M Telemann)
Welcome and Opening Announcements
Greeting (All standing)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.

We prepare for
worship by taking a
few quiet moments
to reflect upon the
state of our life and
that of the world
this day.

There is one body and Spirit,
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all.
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Hymn:

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

blue insert

Opening Prayer (the congregation remains standing)
Almighty God,
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
was lifted high upon the cross
that the whole world might be drawn to him,
may we who rejoice in the mystery of our redemption,
have grace to take up our cross and follow him,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Opening
Prayer identifies a
theme or themes
heard in today’s
service.

The Proclamation of the Word

We hear again the Christian story
and respond with our prayers and intentions.
First Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9

read by Lorraine Andersen

Following the reading:
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 98:1-6
Sing to God a new song,
who has done marvellous things.
whose right hand and holy arm
have brought us salvation.
God has made salvation known;
and shown righteousness to the nations.
God remembers the house of Israel with love and mercy;
all the ends of the earth
have seen the salvation of our God.
Shout with joy to the Most High, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
Sing praise to our God with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
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The First Reading
and Psalm are
taken from the
Hebrew Scriptures,
the "Old
Testament".

With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise to our God,
the Ruler of all!
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24

read by Lorraine Andersen

Following the reading:
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn: You are Called to Tell the Story

The Second
Reading is from the
early Christian
writings, the "New
Testament".

blue insert

Gospel Reading: John 3:13-17

We stand for the
Gospel Reading in
special reverence
for the accounts of
the life and
teachings of Jesus.

Prior to the Reading:
God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Following the Reading:
The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon

The Rite of Holy Baptism

Baptism is the sign of our new life in Christ,
celebrating God’s love for all God’s people.
Baptismal Hymn: This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now

blue insert

Presentation and Examination of Candidates
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
The parents and sponsors present the candidates, saying:
We present N to receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism.
The priest addresses the congregation:
Faith is the gift of God to the people of God.
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Baptism is an outward sign of this gift,
marking the beginning of a lifelong journey of faith.
People of God,
will you welcome these children
and uphold them in their new life in Christ?
We will.
The priest addresses the parents and sponsors:
Parents and godparents,
the Church receives these children with joy,
trusting God for their growth in faith.
Will you pray for them, care for them,
and help them to take their place
within the life and worship of Christ’s Church?
We will.
Will you by your prayers and example
walk with these children in the way of faith,
helping them to grow into the full stature of Christ?
We will.

An individual’s
faith is lived out
within a
community of
fellow believers.
Therefore the
community is
asked to receive
its new member.
A child’s faith is
learned from those
closest to them.
Therefore the
parents and
sponsors are asked
to commit
themselves to their
child’s spiritual
care and nurture.

In baptism God calls us out of darkness
into God’s own marvellous light.
Following Christ means dying to sin
and rising to new life with him.
Therefore I ask you:
Do you renounce Satan,
the evil powers of this world,
and the sinful desires
that separate you from God and neighbour?
I renounce them.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ,
put your whole trust in his grace and love,
and promise to obey him as your Lord?
I do.
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They do this by first
attending to their
own life of faith.

Thanksgiving over the Water
The priest pours water into the font and blesses it, saying:
God be with you.
And also with you.

Water figures
prominently in the
story of God’s
people, as
recounted briefly
here.

Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We thank you, almighty God,
for the gift of water
that sustains and nourishes all living things.
Blessed be God for ever.
Over water your Holy Spirit moved
in the beginning of creation.
Through water you led your people out of slavery
to freedom in the Promised Land.
In water your Son Jesus was baptized by John
and anointed as the Christ by your Holy Spirit,
leading us from death to new life.
Blessed be God for ever.
We thank you for the water of baptism
by which we share in Christ’s death and resurrection,
through which we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.
We thank you for calling N to new life
through the waters of baptism.
Now sanctify this water
that your servants who are washed in it
may be renewed in your image
to walk in the light of faith
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Saviour;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be all honour and glory.
Blessed be God forever.
Amen.
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The Baptismal Covenant
Let us join with those
who are committing themselves to Christ
and renew our own baptismal covenant.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Faith is partly a
matter of belief,
affirming the
community’s
knowledge and
experience of God,
as reflected here in
the words of the
Apostles’ Creed.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in God the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread,
and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil
and whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
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Faith is also a way
of life, following
Christ in a way that
reflects God’s love
for us, hence these
affirmations about
how we are to live
out our faith.

Will you proclaim by word and example
the good news of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving your neighbour as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will with God’s help.
Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation,
and respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth?
I will, with God’s help.
The Baptism
The priest pours water on the candidate, saying:
N, I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The priest makes the sign of the cross on the forehead, saying:
I sign you with the cross,
and mark you as Christ’s own forever.

This ancient sign
reflects both the
Jewish practice of
initiation and the
new interpretation
given it by the
followers of Jesus,
that is, as a sign of
the new life in
Christ.

The priest prays over the newly baptized, saying:
Heavenly Father,
we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit
you have bestowed upon these your servants
the forgiveness of sin,
and have raised them to the new life of grace.
Sustain them O Lord, in your Holy Spirit.
Give them an inquiring and discerning heart,
the courage to will and to persevere,
a spirit to know and to love you,
and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.
Amen.
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The Giving of the Light
The priest presents each of the newly baptized with a candle.
Receive the light of Christ,
to show that you have passed from darkness to light.
Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Jesus told his
disciples they were
to be “the light of
the world”, a
commandment
that is recalled
here.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God.
Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection,
and share with us in his eternal priesthood.
The Prayers of the People (the congregation standing)
led by Blake Kanewischer
The Passing of the Peace
From biblical
times Christians
have greeted
each other with a
“holy kiss” (or
some other sign
of fellowship)
and with words
of peace, such as,
“The Peace of
Christ,” or “Peace
be with you.”

We are the body of Christ.
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace
and builds up our common life.
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
The people greet one another.

The Celebration of the Eucharist

We give thanks for Christ’s presence in our midst
by which we are spiritually fed.
Hymn: God Loved the World
Prayer over the Gifts
Merciful God,
through the death of your beloved Son
you transformed an instrument of shame
into a sign of hope and glory.
8
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“Eucharist” is the
Greek word for
thanksgiving.

Receive all we offer you this day,
and renew in us the mystery of his love;
through the same Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to our God.
Let us give thanks to the God of our salvation.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right that we should praise you,
gracious God,
for you created all things;
you formed us in your own image.
When we turned away from you
you did not cease to care for us,
but opened a path of salvation for all people.

We recount how
God has been with
us through the
ages.

You made a covenant with Israel,
and through your servants Abraham and Sarah
gave the promise of a blessing to all nations.
Through Moses you led your people out of slavery
to freedom in the promised land;
through the prophets
you renewed your promise of salvation.
Accept our praises, O God, in our own time,
as we follow the example of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and obey his command:
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

We proclaim God’s
presence with us
now as we
celebrate the death
and resurrection of
Jesus as living signs
of God’s abiding
love.
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In the same way, after supper,
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to his disciples, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our offering of thanks and praise.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, and upon these gifts,
that all who eat and drink at this table
may be one body and one holy people,
a living witness to Jesus Christ, our Lord.
So now we join our voices
with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
who proclaim the glory of your name,
forever praising you and singing:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
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Through our
prayers we are
united with those
who have gone
before us who,
even now, continue
to praise God in
heaven as we
praise God here on
earth.

The “Lord’s Prayer”
is so called because
the Gospels record
Jesus teaching this
prayer to his
disciples.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.
Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
We, being many, are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.
Invitation
The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God!
Communion

(please remember to SIP not DIP)

All who love and
serve God are
welcome to come
forward to receive
communion, or to
receive a blessing
in God’s name.

Prayer after Communion
Almighty God,
we give thanks that you have made us partakers
of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who took our nature upon him
and suffered death upon the cross for our redemption;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Doxology
Glory to God,

whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

A doxology is a
prayer of praise, in
this case a final
one, drawing our
worship to a close.

Announcements
11

Dismissal
Let us go forth into the world,
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Thanks be to God!
Hymn: Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen

blue insert

Postlude: Toccata in G minor (J. Pachelbel)

Thank you for sharing in our worship today.
Following the service you are invited to stay
and join us for refreshments.
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Having been fed by
Word and
Sacrament, we are
sent out into the
world to be
witnesses of God’s
love

HOLY CROSS DAY
READINGS
Numbers 21:4b-9
Psalm 98:1-6
or Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38
1 Corinthians 1:18-24
John 3:13-17
OPENING PRAYER
Almighty God,
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
was lifted high upon the cross
that the whole world might be drawn to him,
may we who rejoice in the mystery of our redemption,
have grace to take up our cross and follow him,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Merciful God,
through the death of your beloved Son
you transformed an instrument of shame
into a sign of hope and glory.
Receive all we offer you this day,
and renew in us the mystery of his love;
through the same Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Almighty God,
we give thanks that you have made us partakers
of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who took our nature upon him
and suffered death upon the cross for our redemption;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

YEARS A, B & C

HOLY CROSS DAY

YEARS A, B & C

FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4b-9
A Reading from the Book of Numbers.
The people became impatient along the way. They spoke out against
God and against Moses, saying, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest
the miserable food we have."
Then God sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many Israelites died.
The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking
against God and against you; pray that God might take away the serpents
from us." So Moses prayed for the people.
God said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole;
and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live."
So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY CROSS DAY

YEARS A, B & C

PSALM 98:1-6
Sing to God a new song,
who has done marvellous things.
whose right hand and holy arm
have brought us salvation.
God has made salvation known;
and shown righteousness to the nations.
God remembers the house of Israel with love and mercy;
all the ends of the earth
have seen the salvation of our God.
Shout with joy to the Most High, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
Sing praise to our God with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise to our God,
the Ruler of all!

HOLY CROSS DAY
PSALM 78:1-2, 34-38
Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a parable;
I will utter dark sayings from of old,
When God killed the people, they sought God;
they repented and sought God earnestly.
They remembered that God was their rock,
the Most High God their redeemer.
But they flattered God with their mouths;
while lying with their tongues.
Their heart was not steadfast towards God;
they were not true to God’s covenant.
Yet God, being compassionate,
forgave their iniquity,
and so did not destroy them;
Time and again God’s anger was restrained,
and God’s wrath was not stirred up.

YEARS A, B & C

HOLY CROSS DAY

YEARS A, B & C

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will
thwart."
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom,
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those
who believe.
For some demand signs while others desire wisdom; but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to those who demand signs, and
foolishness to those who desire wisdom. Yet to those who are called, Christ
is both the power of God and the wisdom of God.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY CROSS DAY

YEARS A, B & C

GOSPEL READING: John 3:13-17
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
The Holy Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News
of Jesus Christ
according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "No one has ascended into heaven except the one who first
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world as to give his Only Begotten, that
whoever believes may not perish but have eternal life. Indeed, God sent his
Only Begotten into the world not to condemn the world, but that through
this One the whole world might be saved."
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

