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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 29, 2017

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Excellent Adventure & Nursery 10:30 a.m.
Rector
The Reverend Brian E. Pearson
Honorary Assistants
The Venerable Barry Foster
The Reverend Cathy Fulton
Music Director
Jeffrey Jones

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Sunday Worship, January 29, 2017
8:00am service- Book of Common Prayer (starting page 67)

10:30am service- Bulletin

Presider & Preacher: The Reverend Cathy Fulton
Organist & Music Director: Jeffrey Jones

Lectionary Readings
This week:
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 5:1-12

Next week: Feb 5
Isaiah 58:1-9a
Psalm 112:1-9
1 Corinthians 2:1-12
Matthew 5:13-20

The Prayers of the People
The Anglican Cycle of Prayer
We pray for the Diocese of Lichfield, Canterbury, England: Lichfield - The Right Reverend Michael Ipgrave
– Shrewsbury, The Right Reverend Mark James Rylands – Stafford , The Right Reverend Geoffrey Peter
Annas – Wolverhampton, The Right Reverend Clive Gregory; for Justin, The Archbishop of Canterbury;
Fred, our Primate; Greg our Metropolitan Archbishop & Diocesan Bishop.
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
We pray for St. Martin, Calgary, The Reverend Tasha Brubaker Garrison; in our Companion Diocese of the
Windward Islands we pray for St. Andrew with Holy Innocents, St. Giles and St. Michael, St. Joh, St. Mark
and St. Matthew on Grenada, The Reverend Michael Marshall, their clergy and the people of the parishes.

St. Stephen’s Parish Cycle of Prayer
Kathleen Ryan · Enrique and Maria Saenz · Marlies Sargent · Warren and Anne Marie Saunders
and their children Jack, Brock, and Ava Marie · Dale and Patty Sawyer · Carly Grimsen-Seligman
and Ben Grimsen and their children Amelia and Simon.

For Those in Need
Jana · Enrique · Sandra

Flowers
Flowers are dedicated today to the Glory of God
by Heather Campbell in thanksgiving for the cherished lives of her grandparents,
Harold and Ina Campbell, Isaac and Agnes Clarke, and her father Collin Campbell.

January 29, 2017:
Reader: Craig Mushens
Litianist: Ian Moore
Communion Assistants: Rev. Brian Pearson · Neil Thompson · Tom Clarke
Sidespersons: Cam Bush · Pat Kirby · Carolyn Donnan · Ray Suire
Chancel Guild: Pat Kirby · Jean Ludlam
Sacramental Bread: Dariel Bateman ∙ Jean Ludlam
Coffee Hosts: Madeleine King · Bob Taylor
Excellent Adventure with Kathleen Howes, meets in the creation space
Nursery Care with Beverley Senko and Lefteri Sadikaj, is in the Canterbury Room

This Week at St. Stephen’s
The “Generous Listening” process has begun, studying
the unresolved issue of same-sex marriage in the Diocese
of Calgary. Pressed to explain the purpose of the process,
our archbishop, Greg Kerr-Wilson, told our
churchwardens: “The process of discernment is intended
to be a time of listening and learning, both to the resource
people who will be presenting and to one another.”
Our first resource people, who presented last weekend,
were the Right Reverend Stephen Andrews, former
bishop of Algoma and Principle of Wycliffe College, U of
T, and Sylvia Keesmaat, adjunct professor at Trinity College, U of T. Together, in respectful debate, they
tackled the most problematic scriptural references to homosexuality.
Bishop Andrews interprets scripture as describing an ordered
universe, discounting same-sex relationships as inherently
inconsistent with that order. Professor Keesmaat takes the view that
scripture remains ambiguous about consensual adult relationships,
noting that the early church admitted Gentiles, for which there was no
biblical precedent, thereby opening the way for a modern-day
consideration of same-sex marriage. She added that, like the early
church, we would do well to hear the actual stories of the people we
are “studying”.
How this conversation will move us forward toward decision-making
in this diocese is unclear. But the archbishop reminded the assembly
of clergy and lay people that the Anglican Church of Canada is a
“diocesan church”, meaning that a decision of this sort, regardless of
decisions made at the national level, falls to each diocese and, ultimately, to the bishop of each diocese.

BE REAL, BELONG, BELIEVE IT

Janurary 29, 2017

Welcome!

If you are searching for a place to belong, a warm welcome to you.
So we can welcome you and answer any questions you may have please look for our on Duty Warden who
will be wearing a big “Ask Me” button. Questions? Our Verger is Anneliese

Where’s Brian?
This morning Brian is partaking in the Senior Youth Class and will join us for Communion.

2017 Giving Envelopes are on the table in the Narthex
Blue Envelopes this month go to Outreach Beyond-is outreach beyond our own community. Emmanuel
Gatera, a Rwandan priest, Hilda Shilliday in her work in Uganda, The Stephen Lewis Foundation and the
Nav Paryas Orphanage all have received assistance in the past.

St. Stephen’s Annual General Meeting

Annual reports are now available in the Narthex, pick one up
and be prepared for the meeting next week.

The St. Stephen’s Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, February 5, 2016 after the
10:30 am service. All Parishioners over the age of 18 are invited to attend this
important meeting as it is an opportunity learn more about your Church, to ask
questions, share your opinions with your fellow parishioners, and to vote on important issues concerning
our church. A lunch will be provided by Parish Council and nursery will be available.

Meditation is on Tuesdays from 6-7 pm in the sanctuary.
Queer Couples Weekend
Affirm United and Hillhurst United Church – 1227 Kensington Close NW are presenting a Queer Couples
weekend on Friday, March 3 – Sunday, March 5, 2107 for $145 per couple. This weekend, speciﬁcally
designed with queer couples in mind, is held in a safe inclusive space, with delicious meals and snacks
provided. In creating safe space for all who attend – we will have opportunity to share the joys and
challenges that being Queer couples creates for us and our family and friends. As we explore our own
relationships – we do it knowing that we are not alone! No religious aﬃliation is required.
www.hillhurstunited.com or Pam Rocker pam.rocker@hillhurstunited.com for more information and
questions. To register: queercouples.eventbrite.ca More info and take home on our bulletin board.

For Men Only
St Peter’s Men’s Group invites all Men to a Breakfast for fellowship and conversation at 8:30 AM Saturday
February 4 at St Peters. We have invited Jake Stika, Executive Director of Next Gen Men to lead us in a
discussion on how to reach out and connect with other men and provide a forum to discuss issues men
face today. Please contact Barry O’Flynn at barryoflynn@shaw.ca or 403 681 4139 to RSVP or more info.

IL SONO MEN’S VOCAL ENSEMBLE

Saturday, February 25, 2017 (please note change of date)
8pm in St. Stephen’s Sanctuary
Il Sono, a local men’s vocal ensemble dedicated to producing music of the highest
calibre will take us on a vocal journey in their concert entitled ‘Song of the Athenian Sea’. Tickets are $20
for adults and $15 or Students and Seniors.

A Hidden Wholeness: The journey Toward an Undivided Life.
The Wisdom Centre is pleased to present a three-week series looking at Parker Palmer’s A Hidden
Wholeness: The journey Toward an Undivided Life. In each session, we will view and then discuss the
videos that complement his best selling book of the same title. In the first session, we will consider the
soul and our all too common failure to create safe spaces for it, leading us to live divided lives. In the
second session, we will explore the idea of circles of trust and clearness committees as safe places where
the soul might show up. In the last session, we will explore how, by working to integrate our internal life
and living an undivided life, our efforts will ripple into the world.
The sessions will take place at St. Laurence Anglican Church (5940 Lakeview Drive SW) on Tuesdays,
February 7, 14 and 21. There will be both an afternoon session (1:30-3:00) and an evening session (7:309:00 pm). There is no cost for these sessions but please register by emailing The Rev. Anna GreenwoodLee at rector@stlaurence.ca and letting her know which session you will attend.
Participants may choose to acquire and read the book, A Hidden Wholeness: The Journey Toward and
Undivided Life, or you can simply attend without reading the book. If you’d like to read more about
Parker Palmer and his work, please visit The Centre for Courage & Renewal

Special Choral Evensong at the Cathedral - Saturday Feb 4, 2017
The Cathedral Church of the Redeemer invites you to attend a Diocesan Choirs’ Festival in
the form of Choral Evensong on Saturday February 4, 2017 at 4.30pm in the Cathedral.
The music will include the evening canticles in D major by Charles Wood, and Sir Edward
Bairstow’s anthem “The Day Draws on with Golden Light.” The music will be directed by
Cathedral Director of Music, Dr. Neil Cockburn, and the presider will be the Very Rev’d
Leighton Lee, Dean of Calgary.

"Messiah on the Frigidaire" by John Culbertson
St. Peter's Players presents "Messiah on the Frigidaire" by John Culbertson. For 47 years, St. Peter's
Players have been proudly sharing with its community, entertainment to all ages. We invite you to come
and be part of our next production, "Messiah on the Frigidaire" which runs from February 16 to 25,
2017. Please check our website for details on our theatre group, ticket pricing, and purchasing at
www.stpetersplayers.ca. Like us on Facebook for information on future shows. We are a non-profit
organization with proceeds going to the church community. Our wonderful cast, crew and production
team volunteer all their time and/or expertise to bring you wonderful shows each year. We hope to see
you soon.

January 29, 2017

The 4th Sunday after Epiphany
The first Sundays in the New Year reflect a common theme:
how God revealed to the Gentile world the plan of salvation through his Son Jesus Christ.
This theme builds on the visit of the Magi, which we celebrate on January 6, the Feast of the Epiphany,
and continues with Jesus’ baptism and through the early days of his public ministry.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Reverend Cathy Fulton, Preacher & Presider
Jeff Jones, Organist & Music Director

The Gathering of the Community

We gather, greet one another, and prepare for worship.
Prelude: Canzona

(Martin Radeck)

We prepare for
worship by taking a
few quiet moments
to reflect upon the
state of our soul
and that of the
world this day.

Welcome and Opening Announcements
Greeting (the People stand)
God's Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory,
the glory of the Father's only Son,
full of grace and truth.
To all who receive him
he gives power to become children of God,
who are born not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh,
but of God.
Opening Hymn: Here in this Place

blue insert
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Opening Prayer (the People remain standing)
Living God,
instruct us in the deep wisdom of the gospel,
that we may hunger and thirst for righteousness,
work tirelessly for peace,
and be counted among those
who seek first the blessedness of your realm.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Saviour,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Opening
Prayer identifies
the guiding theme
of today’s service.

The Proclamation of the Word

We hear again the Christian story
and respond with ours prayers and intentions.

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8

read by Craig Mushens

Following the reading:
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 15
Who may dwell in your temple, O God?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right,
who speaks from the heart truthfully.
There is no guile upon their tongue;
no evil visited upon a friend;
no contempt heaped upon a neighbour.
They reject the wicked,
but honour those who fear God.
They stand by their word,
2

The First Reading
and Psalm are
taken from the
Hebrew Scriptures,
the "Old
Testament".

even to their own hindrance.
They do not lend money in hope of gain,
nor do they take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who act accordingly
shall never be overthrown.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

read by Craig Mushens

Following the reading:
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn: Blest Are They

The Second
Reading is taken
from the early
Christian writings,
the "New
Testament".

blue insert

Gospel Reading: Matthew

We stand for the
Gospel Reading in
special reverence
for the accounts of
the life and
teachings of Jesus.

Prior to the Reading:
God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Following the Reading:
The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon
Following the sermon a reflective silence is observed.
Affirmation of Faith: “I Believe in God Almighty”
1.

I believe in God almighty,
Author of all things that be,
maker of the earth and heavens,
keeper of the sky and sea.
I believe in God’s Son, Jesus,
now for us both Lord and Christ,
of the Spirit and of Mary

CP #44

This affirmation of
faith is based on
the traditional
creeds,
representing the
core beliefs of the
Christian church.

3

2.

3.

born to bring abundant life.
I believe that Jesus suffered,
scourged and scorned and crucified;
taken from the cross, was buried true life there had truly died.
I believe that on the third day
Christ was raised up from the grave,
then ascended to God’s right hand.
He will come to judge and save.
I believe in God’s own Spirit,
bonding all the saints within
one church, catholic, and holy,
where forgiveness frees from sin;
in the body’s resurrection,
for the breaking of death’s chain
gives the life that’s everlasting:
this the faith that I have claimed.

Prayers of the People

led by Ian Moore

The Peace (the congregation standing)
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace,
whose reign of peace shall never end.
God's peace be always with you.
And also with you.
The people greet one another with a gesture of peace.

The Prayers of the
People place the
concerns of our
hearts before God:
for the world, for
the Church, and for
those in need.
The Passing of the
Peace reminds us
of Jesus’ command
to love one another
as he has loved us.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
We give thanks for Christ’s presence in our midst
by which we are spiritually fed.

Hymn: A Place at the Table
Prayer over the Gifts
Yours, O God, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,
4
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During this hymn
symbols of our
daily lives—bread
and wine for use in
communion, and
money for the
ongoing witness
and ministry of the
Church—are

and of your own do we give you.
Eucharistic Prayer
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God,
because in the Incarnation of your Word
a new light has dawned upon the world,
that all the nations may be brought out of darkness
into the radiance of your glory.

offered for God’s
blessing.
“Eucharist” comes
from the Greek
word for
thanksgiving.

This traditional
prayer offers
thanksgiving for
God’s revelation to
us in Jesus Christ,
God’s “Word made
flesh”.

By the power of the Holy Spirit,
Jesus Christ, your Only-begotten,
took flesh of the Virgin Mary
and shared our human nature.
He lived and died as one of us
to reconcile us to you,
the Creator of us all.
On the night he was handed over
to suffering and death,
a death he freely accepted,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

This part of the
prayer recalls the
central mystery of
Christ’s saving act,
his death for our
sake.

After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
5

do this for the remembrance of me.”
We pray you, gracious God,
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,
that they may be the sacrament
of the body of Christ
and his blood of the new covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,
that we, made acceptable in him,
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

This portion of the
prayer asks God to
bless the gifts God
has given us, that
they may be a
source of strength
in the present time
…

In the fullness of time,
reconcile all things in Christ,
and make them new,
and bring us to that city of light
where your saints sing forever
their joyful hymns of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might,
heaven and earth
are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes
in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.
6

… and also a sign
of the eternal
blessings to come.

CP #732

The “Lord’s Prayer”
is so-called because
the Gospels record
Jesus teaching this
prayer to his
disciples.

Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
Invitation
The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God!
Communion

(please remember to SIP not DIP)

All who love and
serve God are
welcome to come
forward to receive
communion, or to
receive a blessing
in God’s name.

Prayer after Communion
Source of all goodness,
in this sacred meal
we are nourished by the bread of heaven
and invigorated with new wine.
May these gifts renew our faith,
that we may show your glory to all the world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Doxology
Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

A doxology is a
prayer of praise to
God, in this case, a
final one, drawing
our worship to a
close.

Announcements
Dismissal
You are the light of the world.
Let your light shine!
7

Thanks be to God!
Closing Hymn: Praise With Joy the World’s Creator

blue insert

Postlude:

Thank you for sharing in our worship today.
Following the service you are invited to stay and join us for refreshments.

8

PROPER 4
READINGS
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12
OPENING PRAYER
Living God,
instruct us in the deep wisdom of the gospel,
that we may hunger and thirst for righteousness,
work tirelessly for peace,
and be counted among those
who seek first the blessedness of your realm.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Saviour,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Source of all goodness,
in this sacred meal
we are nourished by the bread of heaven
and invigorated with new wine.
May these gifts renew our faith,
that we may show your glory to all the world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

YEAR A

PROPER 4
FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8
A Reading from the Book of Micah
Hear now what our God says.
Come, O God, and plead your case before the mountains;
let the hills hear your voice!
Listen, you mountains, to God’s indictments,
and you foundations of the earth that endure forever;
for God has a quarrel with the people;
God contests with Israel, saying:
"O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you?
Answer me!
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
I sent Moses to lead you, and Aaron and Miriam.
O my people,
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
and how Balaam son of Beor answered him!
Remember the journey from Shittim to Gilgal,
and how God brought you justice!"
"With what shall I come before Yahweh," you ask,
"when I bow down before God on high?
Shall I come before God with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
Will God be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousand rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?"
God has told you, O mortal, what is good;

YEAR A

PROPER 4
and what does God require of you—
but to do justice,
and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God!

YEAR A

PROPER 4
PSALM 15
Who may dwell in your temple, O God?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right,
who speaks from the heart truthfully.
There is no guile upon their tongue;
no evil visited upon a friend;
no contempt heaped upon a neighbour.
They reject the wicked,
but honour those who fear God.
They stand by their word,
even to their own hindrance.
They do not lend money in hope of gain,
nor do they take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who act accordingly
shall never be overthrown.

YEAR A

PROPER 4

YEAR A

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will
thwart."
Where is the wise one? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles; but to those
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the
wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's
weakness is stronger than human strength.
Consider your own call, my brothers and sisters: not many of you were
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and
despised in the world—even things that are not—to reduce to nothing things
that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God.
God is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us God’s
wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that it
may be said, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in God."
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

PROPER 4

YEAR A

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:1-12
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
The Holy Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News
of Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying:
Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness' sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you
and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account.

PROPER 4

YEAR A

Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven;
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you."
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

