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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 18, 2016

Peace
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Excellent Adventure & Nursery 10:30 a.m.
Rector
The Reverend Brian E. Pearson
Honorary Assistant
The Venerable Barry Foster
Honorary Assistant
The Reverend Cathy Fulton
Music Director
Jeffrey Jones

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Sunday Worship, December 18, 2016
8:00am service- Book of Common Prayer (starting page 67)

10:30am service- Bulletin

Presider & Preacher : The Reverend Brian E Pearson
Organist & Music Director: Jeffrey Jones

Lectionary Readings
This week:
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Next week: Dec 25
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4
John 1:1-14

The Prayers of the People
The Anglican Cycle of Prayer
We pray for The United Dioceses of Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh, in the Province of Armagh, Ireland, The
Right Reverend Ferran Glenfield; for Justin, The Archbishop of Canterbury; Fred, our Primate; Greg our
Metropolitan Archbishop & Diocesan Bishop.
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
We pray for Holy Trinity, Rocky Mountain House, The Reverend Dr. Chris Nojonen, The Venerable Richard
Lemmon, for St. Cuthbert & St. George, Sundre, Gerald Ingeveld, Lay Minister, for the Town Hall Meetings
in 2017, for Bishop, Archdeacons and Regional Deans; in our Companion Diocese of the Windward Islands
we pray for St. Patrick, Barrouaillie with St. David, Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, All Saints, St. Mary
Magdalene, The Reverend Coleridge Brooker their clergy and the people of the parishes.

St. Stephen’s Parish Cycle of Prayer
Sharon Nettleton and Robert Mulloy · Ian Newman · Keith and Laura Nicholson and
their children Scott and Geoff · George Odeh and Doug Moberg · Joyce Oldale.

For Those in Need
Gillian · Len · Rose · Ulric · Olivia · Sandra · Laura · Catherine ·
Wendy.

Flowers
Flowers are dedicated today to the Glory of God
by Hazel Preece for blessing received and in memory of loved ones.

December 18, 2016:

Reader: Heather Walker
Litianist: Anne Brown
Communion Assistants: Neil Thompson · Madeleine King · Tom Clarke
Sidespersons: Peter Nettleton · Marilyn Nettleton · Pat Kirby · Russ Kirby
Chancel Guild: Pat Kirby · Kristen Warner
Sacramental Bread: Dariel Bateman ∙ Jean Ludlam
Coffee Hosts: volunteers
Excellent Adventure with Kathleen Howes, meets in the creation space
Nursery Care with Beverley Senko and Lefteri Sadikaj, is in the Canterbury Room

This Week at St. Stephen’s
The stewardship program has wound up, pledges are in, and we’ve
started our budgeting for 2017. But, “Houston … we have a
problem!”
At our parish visioning conversations in October we identified two
trends: (1) people are happy overall with the direction St. Stephen’s
is moving, including the quality of our congregational life, and our
outreach to the city, and beyond; (2) people want more of the same,
expanding our youth programs by adding to our pastoral staff, and
engaging with the wider community even more intentionally by refitting some of our space.
The problem is, our actual givings—including the pledges we have just received—tell us that we should be
doing less, not more! In fact, barring a miracle between now and Christmas, we are likely to enter 2017
with a deficit of somewhere between $12,000 and $25,000, effectively removing new staff and building
upgrades from the table!
The rector and wardens are asking all parishioners to reconsider their financial support of this “lively and
diverse midtown congregation”. Specifically, they are asking:
 If you are not doing so already, please consider stabilizing our cash flow
by giving by way of pre-authorized debit.
 If you have not pledged, please do so. Let us know your intentions.
 If you have already pledged, please revisit the amount and consider at
least another 5% increase.
 Or give us a whopper of a one-time gift, helping us climb out of debt
and into the exciting possibilities of the New Year.
Will you help?

FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT
READINGS
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
OPENING PRAYER
Eternal God,
in the psalms of David,
in the words of the prophets,
in the dream of Joseph
your word is spoken.
At last, in the womb of your servant Mary
your Word takes flesh.
Prepare our hearts to welcome your Only-Begotten
and to announce the good news of his coming,
that every age may know him
and every heart receive him.
Grant this through the One whose coming is certain,
whose day draws near:
Jesus Christ, your Only-begotten, our Saviour,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and forever.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Faithful God,
in this sacrament we receive your promise of salvation.
Help us, like the Virgin Mary, to be obedient to your will;
through the One whose coming we await,
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

YEAR A

FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT

YEAR A

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah
Again God spoke to King Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not
put God to the test.”
Then Isaiah said:
Hear then, O house of David!
Is it too little for you to weary mortals,
that you weary God also?
Therefore God—yes, our God—will give you a sign.
See, a young woman is with child and shall bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel.
He shall eat curds and honey
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good.
For before the child knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good,
the land before whose two kings you are in dread
will be deserted.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God!

FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT
PSALM 80:1-7, 16-18
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,
leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth,
you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.
O God of hosts,
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbours,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the One
who stands at your right hand,
the one you have raised up for yourself.
Then we will we never turn away from you again;
renew us, and we may call upon your name.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
smile upon us and we shall be saved.

YEAR A

FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT

YEAR A

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans
From Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, who was called to be an apostle,
set apart for the Good News of God. This message was promised long ago
through the prophets, as attested by the holy scriptures, that is, the Good
News concerning God’s Only Begotten, who was descended from David
according to the flesh, but was declared God’s Only-Begotten, with power
according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: Jesus
Christ our Saviour, through whom we have received grace and apostleship
to bring about faithful obedience among the Gentiles for the sake of his
name, including yourselves who are called to belong to the same, Jesus
Christ.
To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you
and peace from God our Creator and our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.

FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT

YEAR A

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 1:18-25
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
The Holy Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good New
of Jesus Christ
according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of God appeared to him in a dream and said,
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you
are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins."
All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by God through the
prophet: "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name
him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us."
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as God’s angel commanded
him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she
had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 18, 2016
Advent means "coming" and anticipates both the coming of Christmas and the Second Coming of Christ at the end of
the age. We observe the season of Advent in an expectant mood, forestalling the joyful sights and sounds of
Christmas. Week by week, however, as the season advances and hints of Christmas begin to appear, we feel a
heightened sense of excitement. God's reign of peace and justice is coming to the earth.

THE EUCHARIST
The Reverend Brian E. Pearson, Preacher & Presider
Jeffrey Jones, Organist & Music Director

The Gathering of the Community

We gather, greet one another, and prepare for worship.
The congregation gathers in silence, without a musical prelude, and the
service begins without opening announcements.
Call to Worship
The congregation stands, the Prayer Bowl is struck, and a reflective
silence is observed.
Greeting (from Isaiah 7:14-16)
See, a young woman is with child and shall bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel.
He shall eat curds and honey
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good.
But before that time—
before the child knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good—
the land belonging to those kings you dread
will be laid to waste.
Opening Hymn: Christ is Surely coming

blue insert
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During Advent we
begin our worship
in silence,
reminding us that
we await the
coming of the reign
of God in all its
fullness.

Lighting the Advent Wreath: the Fourth Candle
The congregations sits. The children come forward to assist with
the lighting of the wreath.
Blessed are you, Ruler of the Universe.
In your Son—Emmanuel—
you have shown us your light
and saved us from the power of darkness.
Bless us as we light the candles of this wreath.
Increase our longing for your presence,
that at the celebration of your Son's birth
his Spirit might dwell in us afresh.
Blessed be your Name forever.
Amen.

The Advent Wreath
is a Christian
custom borrowed
from Medieval
pagan practices.
We light the
candles to ward off
the gathering
darkness of winter
while we announce
our hope in Jesus
Christ, the "Light of
the World".

The Proclamation of the Word

We hear again the Christian story
and respond with our prayers and intentions.
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16

read by Heather Walker

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,
leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth,
you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.
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The Bible contains
the story of God's
People, but it
continues to speak
to us today.
A Psalm is a sacred
poem drawn from
the Hebrew
scriptures.

O God of hosts,
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbours,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the One
who stands at your right hand,
the one you have raised up for yourself.
Then we will we never turn away from you again;
renew us, and we may call upon your name.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
smile upon us and we shall be saved.
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7

read by Heather Walker

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn: Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring
Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
Prior to the Reading:
God be with you.
And also with you.
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Following the Reading:
The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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blue insert
We stand for the
Gospel Reading in
special reverence
for the stories of
the life and
teachings of Jesus.

Sermon
Affirmation of Faith (from the Book of Revelation 1:4-8)

An affirmation of
faith proclaims our
core beliefs about
God.

We believe in God
who is and who was and who is to come;
in the Spirit who is before God's throne;
in Jesus Christ the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead,
the ruler of the rulers of the earth,
the one who is coming with the clouds
where every eye will see him,
the Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end.
We believe in One God: the Almighty!
Amen.
Prayers of the People

led by Anne Brown

The Peace (the congregation standing)
God’s peace be always with you.
And also with you.

The Prayers of the
People bring the
concerns of our
hearts to God.
The Passing of the
Peace has been
practised among
Christians since
biblical times.

The People greet one another with a gesture of friendship.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
We give thanks for Christ’s sacrificial love
by which we are spiritually fed.

Hymn: Hark, a Herald Voice is Sounding

blue insert

Prayer over the Gifts
God of love and power,
your word stirs within us
the expectation of the coming of your Son..
Accept all we offer you this day,
and sustain us with the promise
of your eternal presence.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
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Symbols of our
daily lives are
offered for God’s
blessing—bread
and wine for
communion, and
money for the
ongoing work of
the Church.

Eucharistic Prayer

“Eucharist” comes
from the Greek
word for
thanksgiving.

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of heaven and earth;
we give you thanks and praise
through Jesus Christ our Saviour,
who came among us in the flesh,
showing us the way of salvation.
Now we watch for the day
when he will come again
in power and great triumph to rule this world,
that we, without shame or fear,
may rejoice to behold his appearing.
Leaving us a sign of hope,
Jesus, on the night before he died,
surrounded by his disciples,
took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take, eat:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

At the heart of
the Christian story
is Jesus’ death for
our sake, which is
recounted here.

After supper he took the cup of wine;
when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
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Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of your Son.
Unite us under his gentle and loving rule
that we, made acceptable in him,
May be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,
all honour and glory are yours,
Creator of all, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
The “Lord’s Prayer”
is so-called because
the Gospels record
Jesus teaching this
prayer to his
disciples.

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
God of promise, you prepare a banquet in heaven
for those who love you.
Happy are those who are called
to the supper of the Lamb.
Invitation
The gifts of God for the People of God!
Thanks be to God!
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All who love and
serve God are
welcome to come
forward to receive
communion, or to
receive a blessing
in God’s name.

Communion (please remember to SIP not DIP)
Prayer after Communion
Faithful God,
in this sacrament we receive your promise of salvation.
Help us, like the Virgin Mary, to be obedient to your will;
through the One whose coming we await,
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
A doxology is a
prayer of praise to
God, in this case, a
final one, drawing
our worship to a
close.

Doxology
Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Announcements
Dismissal
Let us bless our God.
Thanks be to God!
Hymn: When the King Shall come Again
Postlude: Voluntary in E minor

blue insert

(John Stanley)

Thank you for joining us for worship today.
All are welcomed to stay for refreshments
following the service.
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Having been fed by
Word and
Sacrament, we are
sent out into the
world to be
witnesses of God’s
love.

Peace
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